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UPDATE: SEPTA Catenary Installation
Work to Include Activities on Sundays 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM

As construction continues on the new train station, parking deck and crew reporting
facility, SEPTA crews are also now working to install the overhead catenary wires along
the length of the track between Elwyn Station and the new Station on Route 1. Overhead
catenary wires are the electric wires that run above the track and will provide power to
the rail cars operating along the restored service. This work began in late June and is
expected to continue over the next eight months in time to have service in operation in
the spring of 2022.

Sunday work is scheduled to be performed from 2:00 PM to 9:00 PM. To minimize
residential impacts, crews will utilize a high rail truck instead of the wire train on Sundays.
The high rail vehicle operates like a typical utility truck and is distinguished by the fact
that it is also equipped with steel wheels that allow it to operate on railroad tracks. The
high rail vehicle cannot replace the wire train for the full catenary operation, but it does
allow crews to perform some necessary activities on Sundays and is less impactful. The
high rail vehicle will use two primary points of access — Williamson College or Lenni Road.

Weekday work will continue to be performed Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to
9:00 PM utilizing SEPTA’s diesel wire train that allows crews to safely work from an
elevated platform to run the catenary wires and connect them to the catenary poles
along the length of the track.

The current work area is generally between Elwyn Station and Lenni Road with most work
occurring between S. New Middletown Road and Pennell Road. Catenary installation
work in this area is expected to continue through August.

During weekday work, residents living along the track will notice construction noises from
the wire train’s diesel engine and equipment. The use of the high rail vehicle on Sundays
will mitigate residential impacts but residents will hear some vehicle noise, including
back-up alerts.

As always, residents are reminded that the entire SEPTA track area should be considered
an active construction zone at all times, and residents are asked to observe all posted
signage and stay clear of the construction area for their own safety.

Thank you for your patience during this period of work. Please contact
elwyntowawa@septa.org with any questions or if you need additional information.
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