
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

MARCH 22, 2021 
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on March 22, 2021 at 7:00 P.M., as a 
virtual meeting during the COVID-19 Social Distancing. 
 

Present: Stephen Byrne, Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Susan 

Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Vince Visoskas, 

Eric Janetka.   

Excused: Norman Shropshire 
 

1. OPENING/CONVENE ONLINE MEETING:   Review Virtual Meeting Rules. 
Chairman, Mr. Kirchgasser, called the meeting of the Council to order at 7:02 P.M. and stated 
during the Covid 19 crisis, meetings will be held virtually according to the State 
recommendations.  He stated Council plans to begin both virtual and in-person meetings by 
the second meeting in April.  Mr. McMullan stated tonight’s meeting is hosted by Middletown 
Township via Zoom.  He stated the meeting is being recorded and will be made available to 
the public.  He stated residents will be on mute and will be unmuted during Public Comments 
and for any questions.  He asked when addressing Council please state your name and 
address clearly for the record. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - N/A 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS - NONE 
 
4. REPORTS 
 

A. CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Kirchgasser thanked the 20 plus volunteers that showed up along the Chester Creek 
Trail this past Saturday to donate their time and energy to participate in the spring clean-
up.  He stated there were two substantial piles of debris accumulated, one along the 
waterway between Lungren Road and up to Novotny’s in Aston Township and the second 
was immediately adjacent to the trails crossing at Mt. Alverno Road.  He stated the 
volunteers did a great job and thanked them for making this a great place to recreate. 

 
B. COMMITTEE - N/A 

 
C. MANAGER 

Mr. McMullan introduced Trooper Jessica Tobin to present her February report.  Trooper 
Tobin thanked Council and stated she is looking forward to in-person meetings to see 
everyone again.  She stated the new way she is presenting her report is to compare last 
February 2020 and then present the statistics for February 2021, which is reflects 10% 
decrease.  She stated in 2020 there were 39 crashes and 35 this February, which reflects 
a 10% decrease.  Trooper Tobin stated there were 4 DUI’s last year with 2 this year; Traffic 
stops 192 last year, 64 this year; Burglary 0 - 1; Criminal Mischief 3 -2; Thefts 7 - 9; Retail 
Theft 4 - 7; ID Theft 10 -2; and Domestic 7 - 3.  Trooper Tobin stated there was a decrease 
overall in thefts and more than half a decrease in domestics.  Trooper Tobin stated at last 
months’ meeting, speed enforcement was discussed along Pennell Road between Rt. 1 
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and Glen Riddle Road, there is a recurring speed enforcement check, which is done 
spontaneously throughout the week and weekend.  She stated if there is anything the 
Township or residents have to report please keep her informed and she will report at the 
next meeting the results of this speed enforcement check.  Trooper Tobin reported there 
was a burglary incident that occurred at 8 Ogden Court.  She stated the victims’ son, Chris 
Dougherty, arrived at her residence breaking through a basement glass door and forced 
the victim to open a safe and proceeded to rob her of the money inside the safe.  He then 
proceeded to tie her up in a chair, but she was able to escape and run to a neighbors’ 
house to call 911.  Trooper Tobin stated, unfortunately, in addition to the money stolen, 
he also took her vehicle.  She stated the Criminal Investigation Unit and forensic unit 
arrived on scene to investigate.  The vehicle was recovered in Chester city.  Trooper Tobin 
stated that through the efforts of the media, they received a tip that led the police to find 
Mr. Dougherty in Chester city where he was taken into custody and arraigned with bail 
being set at $500,000. and he is currently housed at the Delaware County prison.  Trooper 
Tobin thanked the public for their help in apprehending the perpetrator.  
 
Trooper Tobin discussed a proactive traffic stop that occurred on Baltimore Pike and Valley 
Road where two Troopers conducted a stop at 11:37 PM where they detected the odor 
of raw marijuana emanating from the car.  The operator admitted to having marijuana as 
well as a handgun and $1,200 cash.  She stated the vehicle was towed to PSP Barracks in 
Media where a search warrant was conducted and, as a result of the search, there was a 
fake soda can that was seized with a hidden compartment inside containing 
approximately 120 fentanyl packets.  Trooper Tobin stated they conducted 82 domestic 
security checks in the Township.  Trooper Tobin stated she has received a number of 
requests for records.  She stated there is a “right to know” request that can be accessed 
on their website; www.pa.psp.gov.  She stated this site will instruct you in how to request 
this information.  Trooper Tobin stated to contact the “right to know” office you can call 
1-877-785-7771.  She stated she shared with Middletown Township the top 10 most 
wanted by the Pennsylvania State Police and is happy to report two have been 
apprehended. 

 

Trooper Tobin introduced the new Station Commander, Lt. Jon Sunderlin.  Mr. Kirchgasser 
welcomed Lt. Sunderlin to Middletown Township and asked the Lt. to share information 
about himself.  Lt. Sunderlin stated he has been with the department for 17 years and 
served at the Media Barracks right out of the academy.  He stated he served 16 of his 17 
years working out of Media.  He stated he has experience as a Patrol Trooper, served as 
Community Service Officer, was a part of the Detective Unit and ultimately served as 
Supervisor of the Detective Unit and upon reaching the rank of Lieutenant last March, 
served in Philadelphia.  He stated he is happy to be back in Middletown and is looking 
forward to working with the community.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated Trooper Tobin is doing 
an excellent job in her role as Community Liaison and added with the incident at 8 Ogden 
Court, she shared much needed information with the Township’s website.  Mr. Byrne 
asked if Lt. Sunderlin was a Trooper of the Year recipient, and Lt. Sunderlin stated he was 
not a recipient but was present during the award ceremonies.  Ms. Dussling stated with 
the reopening of Glenwood School, the pick-up period at approximately 3:05 - 3:20 pm. 
there are a number of cars waiting to pick up their children overflowing on Rt. 452.  She 
stated this is a concern of a number of residents and wanted the police to be aware.  

http://www.pa.psp.gov/
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Trooper Tobin thanked her for the information and will pass it along.  She stated now that 
the schools are reopening, they will be working on school bus enforcement and will be 
doing “Operation Safe Stop”. 

 
D. ENGINEER - NO REPORT 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARING - N/A 
 
6. OLD BUSINESS - N/A 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consideration for Approval:  Tax Assessment Settlement for the Franklin Station 
Development. 

Mr. McMullan stated this consideration before Council has to do with the settlement 
between the Township, the School District, and the County.  He turned the meeting over 
to Solicitor, Mr. Joseph Damico.  Mr. Damico stated this involves the residential 
component of the Toll Brothers’ property at the former Franklin Mint.  He stated the 
project consists of 267 residential lots and Toll Brothers made an appeal to the 
assessment.  Mr. Damico stated he has been working on this for several months, as Toll 
Brothers filed a suit in Media claiming that the assessments were not uniform and were 
unfair and requested an assessment of $34,000 per lot. 
 
Mr. Damico stated he was able to obtain through the transfer of sales that the lots sold 
for $84,000 per lot for a total of $22,483,900.  He stated the County, School District and 
the Township are recommending since this is the actual sale amount of the property, that 
they settle on the amount of $84,000, per lot.  He stated as each lot is improved with a 
house and sold, we will immediately get an increase in assessment because the common 
level ratio in the County is 100%.  He stated if a house is sold for $500,000, the Township 
will get a $500,000 assessment for the improved lot.  Mr. Damico stated the houses are 
going up quickly and there is a high demand for them so there should be substantial 
increases in the total assessment of $22,483,900 during the balance of 2021.  Mr. Damico 
stated it is his recommendation the Township settle on the basis of $84,000 per lot; the 
School District and the County are joining in the recommendation.  Ms. Dussling asked if 
the County or School District discussed this issue.  Mr. Damico stated he is waiting for 
their respective meetings, but the respective taxing authorities have taken the 
recommendations of their solicitors. 
 
Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve the Tax Settlement.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  Mr. Kirchgasser polled all members of Council for their votes.  The motion carried 
with a vote of 6-0. 

 
B. Consideration for Adoption:  Ordinance 819; An Ordinance granting Middletown 

Township, Delaware County, Pennsylvania, authority to purchase an easement for 

constructing, using, maintaining, and securing a multi-purpose paved trail for recreational 

use by the general public on a property identified as Delaware County Folio No. 27-00-
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01179-00 in Middletown Township, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kirchgasser stated there has been a sustained and concerted effort on behalf of the 
Township to link via trail the trailhead of the existing Middletown Chester Creek Trail at 
Lenni Road and the newly designed and soon to be constructed Middletown Trail that 
goes behind the former Franklin Mint site and travels up past the new PSP Barracks and 
also has a trail that extends to the new Middletown SEPTA train station.  He stated the 
Township has been negotiating in very good faith but has been experiencing some 
setbacks.  He stated the intent of this Ordinance is to allow for ongoing negotiations but 
due to a recent setback, the Township will not be engaging this Ordinance.  Mr. McMullan 
stated this ties into the other two Ordinances 825 and 826 that were up for adoption at 
the February 8, 2021 meeting.  He stated it was decided to have Council vote on a date 
uncertain and when negotiations resume in good faith, the strategy is to link the three 
ordinances together.  Mr. McMullan asked for Council’s consideration to vote to move on 
this as a date uncertain and the Township will readvertise when negotiations are moving 
forward. 
 
Mr. Read made a motion to approve.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Kirchgasser polled all members of Council for their votes.  The motion carried with a vote 
of 6-0.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated the Township will continue at a rigorous pace to make sure 
these are linked to encourage the trail system in the southern and western ends of the 
Township. 

 
C. Approval of March 22, 2021 Bill List. 

Mr. Kirchgasser read the bill list aloud. 
 

GENERAL FUND 

Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. February  Hydrant Bills $ 9,375.86 

   

Barbacane Thornton & Company Audit Year Ended - 12/31/20 $ 14,000.00 

   

Kelly & Close Engineers Software Maintenance -  1/1/21-12/31/21 $ 6,628.32 

  $ 1,176.50 

  $ 7,804.82 

   

Keystone Municipal Services, Inc. Contracted Services 1/25/21-2/5/21 $ 7,012.50 

   

PA Municipal Health Ins. 
Cooperative 

April Health Insurance $ 30,627.62 

 April Health Insurance - Recreation $ 2,022.53 

  $ 32,650.15 

   

 General Fund Total $ 70,843.33 
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CAPITAL RESERVE 

   

GO2 Tech Replacement Server $ 8,171.56 

   

CAPITAL RESERVE 2019 G.O. BOND – ROOSEVELT 

   

AJM Electric, Inc. Roosevelt Community Center - App. #7 $ 44,999.80 

   

Domus Construction Roosevelt Community Center - Inv. #8 $ 26,139.31 

   

DWD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Roosevelt Community Center - App. #5 $ 11,781.00 

   

Uhrig Construction, Inc. Roosevelt Community Center - App. #7 $ 194,057.50 

   

West Chester Mechanical  Roosevelt Community Center - App. #7 $ 67,901.04 

   

 Capital Reserve Roosevelt Total $ 344,878.65 

   

STATE AID 

   

Eastern Salt Company, Inc. Rock Salt $ 13,918.34 

 

Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve the Bill List.  Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Kirchgasser polled all members of Council for their votes.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 


