
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
MAY 24, 2021 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on May 24, 2021, at 7:00 P.M., as a 
social distancing in-person meeting at the Township Building and online as a virtual meeting 
during the COVID-19 social distancing. 
 

Present:  Stephen Byrne, Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Susan 
Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Vince Visoskas, 
Eric Janetka. 

 
Excused:   Norman Shropshire 
 

1. OPENING/CONVENE ONLINE MEETING:  Review Virtual Meeting Rules. 
 Chairman, Mr. Kirchgasser, called the meeting of the Council to order at 7:00 P.M. and stated 

during the Covid 19 crisis, meetings will be held virtually according to the State 
recommendations.  Mr. McMullan stated tonight’s meeting is hosted by Middletown 
Township via Zoom.  He stated the meeting is being recorded and will be made available to 
the public.  He stated residents will be on mute and will be unmuted during Public Comments 
and for any questions.  He asked when addressing Council please state your name and 
address clearly for the record. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Draft Township Minutes:  April 26, 2021. 
  

 Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve the minutes.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Bruce Downing, P.O. Box 137, Lima, stated he would like to invite everyone to the 
Memorial Service one week from now outside the Township Building. He stated the 6613 VFW 
will participate and would love to have everyone come out on Memorial Day, May 31, 2021, 
at 8 a.m.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated the Township holds a service honoring those who served and 
those who passed in prior combat and, at 11 a.m. there is a Township shared event with Aston 
Township at the Aston War Memorial in Rockdale.  Mr. Downing asked if a band will be there, 
and Mr. Kirchgasser stated he will find out. 

 
4. REPORTS 

A. CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Kirchgasser reported on progress on the 47-year-old mystery of the disappearance of 
Wendy Eaton and hopes for a final resolution soon. 

  
B. COMMITTEE - NONE 

  
C. MANAGER 

1) MTSA Bond Refinancing Overview; Jamie Schlesinger, PFM. 
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Mr. McMullan stated Mr. Jamie Schlesinger, PFM, the Chairman of the Middletown 
Township Sewer Authority, Mr. Tim Sullivan, and the Manager of the Sewer Authority, 
Mr. John Ibach, are present at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Schlesinger, PFM, stated this is 
an introduction of the concept that has been seen by both the Township and the 
Sewer Authority.  He stated he has been monitoring for the Sewer Authority the 
potential opportunity for the Authority’s Series of 2016 Bonds and working with the 
Authority to make a determination for savings associated with a refinance of the 
bonds. He stated we have all seen the interest rate environment over the last year 
with mortgage rates quite low and the Fed maintaining low interest rates.  Mr. 
Schlesinger stated the market for a bond issue or bank loan is now, and he believes 
there could be a potential savings of between $300,000 to 1 million.  He stated he 
would like to come back next month when the Authority determines which method 
of sale will move forward and at that time, they will ask for a first Ordinance review 
with a second reading in two weeks’ time.  Mr. Schlesinger stated he will have more 
information at the next meeting.  Mr. Tim Sullivan stated the Authority is trying to 
figure out which way to go with either a bank loan which will save approximately 
$1,000,000, or another bond issue, which will save approximately $350,000, which is 
a significant savings either way.  He stated the Authority is still grappling with which 
way is the best way to go because the bank loan will result in higher debt service 
payments then they presently have.  Mr. Schlesinger stated the Authority is looking 
potentially to shorten the debt.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated he appreciates the Sewer 
Authority’s work which goes largely unnoticed, but their fiduciary responsibility and 
how they stay on top of things is impressive. 

 
2) SEPTA Elwyn to Middletown Service Restoration Update; Joe Connolly, SEPTA. 

 
Mr. McMullan introduced Mr. Joe Connolly from SEPTA to give an update on the Elwyn 
to Middletown service restoration as well as a request to work beyond the permitted 
hours.  Mr. Connolly, Manager of Federal Affairs, stated the good news is there has 
been great progress on the right-of-way restoration portion of the project which has 
been going on since the summer of 2018, the track restoration, slope stabilization, 
installation of the catenary poles, the culvert work at the Riddle Swim Club is complete 
with the restoration almost complete.  He stated now that this work is done, in order 
to get the line operational next spring, SEPTA must install the overhead catenary wire 
systems which run the length of the track.  Mr. Connolly stated in order to begin this 
process, the vehicle used is the wire train which strings the wire on the track and 
connects to the substation at Lenni and will continue on to the Middletown Station 
which is 3 1/2 miles of wire to be strung. 
 
Mr. Connolly stated the work is utility work which is what the railroad does to 
maintain or generate operations.  Mr. Connolly stated this work is to begin on June 
20, 2021, continuing for much of the year into next year.  He stated the process is they 
work in 1-mile increments of track where they lay the wire and then come back and 
attach the wire.  At the same time, the signals department is doing work.  He stated 
in order to have everything up and running, they will need to work two shifts per day 
to have the lines in place.  Mr. Connolly stated the shifts are 2 p.m. Sunday through 
11 p.m. Sunday and 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
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with Friday being 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.  He explained the vehicle used is a diesel engine and 
needs to run a good portion of the time period.  He stated they will shut down the 
diesel engine at 3 p.m. on Fridays through noon on Sundays, but it will need to idle 
during the weekday stretch and SEPTA is looking for a staging area for the wire train. 
 
Mr. Connolly explained his team looked at a variety of areas along the route and the 
less intrusive area would be, in terms of residential impact, by the old Glen Riddle 
Station on Rt. 452 where there is a cut in the track down in a ravine and the engine 
will be anchored and idling.  He stated he will have more information at the June 14, 
2021, meeting but wanted to start the process now.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated he 
appreciates the forward thinking and candor and said most of the noise will be from 
a diesel engine idling on the track. 
 
Mr. Connolly stated he asked his team to take a video of the train in operation to 
present at the June meeting.  He stated the train idling is a constant engine sound and 
there will also be clicking sounds.  In the 9 a.m. - 11 p.m. period, residents will hear 
the train in operation but added the train is well maintained but it is a diesel 
locomotive and there will be different levels of sound.  He stated if the train is 
unspooling the line at a reasonable clip, it may not be as intrusive, but at the time 
when the wire is attached to the hangers it is a slower operation and the noise may 
last longer.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked when the first paid fares for the Middletown Station 
will start, and Mr. Connolly stated in February or early March of next year if the project 
is on track.  He stated there will be a shake down and shake out period to make sure 
everything is operational.  Ms. Dussling asked for a general time frame for the after-
hours work.  Mr. Connolly stated the plan is to start June 20th and would be anticipated 
to last through January 2022. 

 
ENGINEER - No Report 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS – N/A 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-12, amended final plans to reflect field 
changes to the Final Land Development Plan for Ponds Edge. 

Mr. Riper stated at the last meeting he presented amendments that impacted site 
elevations, off-site parking spaces, lighting, and landscape plans and issues arose on the 
buffer landscaping which will shield the Wells, Gallagher properties on Overlook Circle.  
He stated following the Council meeting, there have been several site meetings, and Mr. 
Faber prepared several plans and ended up with the recent plan shown on the screen.  
Mr. Riper stated there was an additional meeting this afternoon with Wells/Gallagher, 
and it was reported to him the landscape changes shown were generally accepted.  He 
stated there are two changes behind the Gallagher property with 4 red Oaks to be 
switched to 4 red Maples and repositioned.  Behind the Wells property, the arborvitae 
will be shifted from the property line approximately 25 feet and there will be a shift in 
shade trees as well. 
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Mr. Faber stated this is consistent with what was discussed this afternoon.  He stated the 
tree on the Gallagher property has serious decay and they requested Ponds Edge to 
remove the tree.  Mr. Riper stated the position of Ponds Edge is because it is on private 
property, they do not want to go on it but have offered to advance the Gallagher’s $2,000 
to make arrangements to take down the tree.  Mr. Riper asked Council to approve the 
amendments so they may start with the landscaping and added the clearing work has 
already started.  Mr. Kirchgasser wanted to make sure the residents are in agreement. 
 
Ms. Amy Gallagher, 16 Overlook Circle, thanked Council and Ponds Edge for working 
together.  She stated she does not want to concede the tree is on her property, but this 
is an acceptable compromise.  Mr. Wells, 20 Overlook Circle, thanked Ponds Edge for their 
cooperation.  Ms. Dussling asked if any other residents on Overlook Circle have any 
concerns.  Mr. Riper stated he is not aware of any concerns.  Mr. Dan Mallach stated he 
supports the plan but is concerned with continued maintenance of the property.  He 
stated this plan was discussed and suggests documents be prepared between Ponds Edge 
and the Township and be incorporated into the HOA.  Mr. Riper stated Ponds Edge is 
agreeable. 
 
Mr. Read made a motion to approve the amendments with the conditions listed.  Mrs. 
Powell seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

B. Consideration to Authorize Waiving Bidding Requirements to Purchase a 2021 Service 
Body and Snowplow from COSTARS Purchase Program from Mid Atlantic Municipal LLC, 
for $23,591. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council is the consideration to waive the bidding 
requirements to purchase a 2021 service body and snowplow from COSTARS in the 
amount of $23,591. He stated 70% of the purchase is from the liquid fuels fund. 
 
Mr. Byrnes made a motion to approve.  Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Sharon Browne 


