
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

JUNE 14, 2021 
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on June 14, 2021, at 7:10 P.M., Social 
Distancing In-Person Meeting at the Township Building and online as a virtual meeting during the 
Covid-19 Social Distancing. 
 

Present: Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Susan Powell, Walter 
“Bok” Read, Norman Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Eric 
Janetka. Meredith Merino, Vince Visoskas 

Excused: Stephen Byrne 
 

1. OPENING/CONVENE ONLINE MEETING:  Review Virtual Meeting Rules. 
Chairman, Mr. Kirchgasser, called the meeting of the Council to order at 7:00 P.M. and stated 
during the Covid 19 crisis, meetings will be held virtually and live according to the State 
recommendations.  Mr. McMullan stated tonight’s meeting is hosted by Middletown 
Township via Zoom.  He stated the meeting is being recorded and will be made available to 
the public.  He stated residents will be on mute and will be unmuted during Public Comments 
and for any questions.  He asked when addressing Council please state your name and 
address clearly for the record. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Draft Township Council Minutes:  May 10, 2021. 
 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the minutes.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.  (Mr. Read was not present for the vote.) 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Laura Snyder, Gradyville Road, asked why the drill was removed from Sleighton Park on 
Friday and then put back.  She stated there seems to be an area in front that was grouted and 
asked if a sinkhole had been reported.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked Mr. Janetka if he heard of a 
subsidence in the area and Mr. Janetka stated there was no report of a sinkhole and he is also 
unaware of any grouting being done in the area.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated the Township is not 
aware of any grouting activity and Mr. Janetka and Mr. McMullan will follow up.  Mr. Janetka 
stated he is not aware of any reason drilling was stopped on Friday.  Ms. Snyder asked if the 
Township is aware of a lake area at Tunbridge Apartments and a depression area that looks 
like it could be a sinkhole.  Mr. Kirchgasser and Mr. Janetka both stated they were unaware 
of a lake at Tunbridge.  Mr. Janetka stated that reasonable protections are in place, and he 
just visited the area 45 minutes ago and there was no lake or standing water.  Ms. Snyder 
stated in front of the valve area is a big lake area.  Mr. Janetka stated he is not aware of this. 

 
4.   REPORTS 
 

A. CHAIRMAN 
Mr. Kirchgasser stated it is the Township’s plan to end the emergency declaration at the 
next Council meeting on June 28, 2021.  He stated they are maskless this evening and it is 
nice to be unmuffled.  He stated he encourages the community to be vigilant because we 
are not officially out of the pandemic and the Township will continue to support the state 
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recommendations. 
 
B. COMMITTEE - N/A 
 
C. MANAGER 

Mr. McMullan stated Mr. Joe Connolly from SEPTA is present tonight to request a waiver 
for work beyond permitted hours to install the overhead catenary wires from Elwyn 
Station to the new station at Rt. 1.  He stated the work is to begin this Sunday and continue 
until early 2022.  Mr. Joseph Connolly thanked Council for the opportunity to speak 
tonight.  He stated he was at the May 24, 2021, meeting and introduced the next phase 
of work which will start Sunday.  He stated this phase is the installation of the overhead 
catenary wires which feed the penagraphs on the train and provide power to the 
locomotives that are operating on the line. 
 
He stated there has not been rail service since the mid 1980’s so they will have to string 
all new catenary wires for the service.  He stated they will be stringing the lines from the 
Elwyn Station to the new Rt. 1 station.  Mr. Connolly stated this is a fairly lengthy process.  
He stated the plan is to begin this Sunday and work through the year until early 2022.  He 
stated this work is being done by a diesel wire train as there is no power in the area.  He 
stated the work is critical to maintain SEPTA’s schedule.  He stated the work requires two 
shifts per day and are done by the second and third shifts which is from 3 p.m. to 6 a.m.  
He stated he has worked with the power department and the engineering department to 
adjust the schedule for Middletown Township.  He stated now the shifts will begin at 7 
a.m. until 11 p.m. each day.  He stated the shifts will be Sunday 3 p.m. until 11 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday 7 a.m. through 3 p.m. and 3 p.m. until 11 p.m. and Friday 7 
a.m. through 3 p.m.  He stated there will be no work from 3 p.m. Friday until Sunday at 3 
p.m. 
 
Mr. Connolly stated the train is a diesel engine with specialized equipment.  He stated the 
train is typically run 24 hours per day because it keeps power to the equipment and if 
there is a wire outage anywhere it is deployed and because it takes some time to start up 
it is left running.  Mr. Connolly stated the best place to store it when it is not in use is off 
of Rt. 452 where it intersects with Glen Riddle Road where there is an access way to the 
track area where the crews will report.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked what the duration of the 
work is, and Mr. Connolly stated through the end of the year until February 2022.  Mr. 
Kirchgasser stated you are asking residents to contemplate an idling train below their 
homes for 8 months and Mr. Connolly stated that would be the case in the area where it 
will be stored.  Mr. Connolly stated the train when it is doing the wire work moves along 
at a very slow pace and is stationary at the catenary structures. 
 
Ms. Dussling asked why the after-hours work is being done on Sunday versus Saturday.  
Mr. Connolly stated that is the work week for their union crews.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated 
the Township Ordinance allows work on Saturday but not Sunday and union or not that is 
what the Township allows.  Ms. Dussling asked where the locomotive will be parked, and 
Mr. Connolly posted a map of the location on-line.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked if they 
contemplated parking the engine at the Media line and Mr. Connolly stated they have, 
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but there is not always room in the yard to store the train.  Ms. Dussling asked if there is 
impact to the residents can adjustments be made, and Mr. Kirchgasser stated that is a 
“big” ask.  He asked Mr. Connolly if the train could be parked at the new station and Mr. 
Connolly stated at some point in the project it will be parked at the new station but at the 
beginning phase it is more helpful to park it at Rt. 452.  Mr. Shropshire asked for the video 
to be shown.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated SEPTA is asking for residents to endure this work for 
8 months for 16 hours per pay and an idling locomotive for the rest of the day.  Mr. 
Kirchgasser suggested Mr. Connolly go back to the powers that be and find out why the 
train cannot be put at the Media yard or at the new station site and any waiver must be 
within existing Township restrictions being Saturday work, Sunday no work.  Mr. Connolly 
stated he will get back to the Township with answers. 

D. ENGINEER
SEE ATTACHED REPORT 

Ms. Dussling asked after the horizontal drilling is complete, how long will the monitoring 
system be good.  Mr. Janetka stated he believes it is two to three months.  Ms. Dussling 
asked if the hydro testing began, and Mr. Janetka stated the testing begins with them 
cleaning the lines with drying pigs and then filling the lines for 8 hours for the hydro test. 
Ms. Dussling asked for the residents how long this process should take, and Mr. Janetka 
stated approximately a week.  Mr. Janetka explained the process for cleaning the pipes 
includes cleaning the two lines with pigs which are forced out by pressure and once clean 
they fill the lines with water for eight hours, drain the runoff into tanks to be disposed 
offsite, and running the dry pigs through the lines again.  Ms. Dussling asked if there is 
any way to give the residents a heads up when this is happening.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated 
the Township should contact Sunoco for a window of time and when it gets close for 
specific dates and times.  Mr. Read asked what pressure and Mr. Kirchgasser stated 120% 
of operating pressure.  Mr. Read stated the pipeline pressure is 360 p.s.i.  Mr. Kirchgasser 
stated the p.s.i. from Dauphin County is 1600 with some 93 miles from that location to 
Middletown Township. 

5. OLD BUSINESS - N/A

6. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration for Approval:  Resolution 2021-14, Preliminary/Final Land Development: 
Mint Warehouse/Distribution Center, 1400 W. Baltimore Pike. 

Ms. Kristen Camp, representing the McKee Group and the applicant WVPP-LP owners of 
the Franklin parcel is proposing 143,060 square foot one story building at 1400 W. 
Baltimore Pike, and the plans before Council are a Preliminary/Final Subdivision and Land 
Development plan.  She stated it was originally going to be four parcels, but they will be 
eliminating parcel D as the Township did not show an interest in accepting dedication to 
this parcel.  She stated the plans have been amended to incorporate parcel D within parcel 
A. Ms. Camp stated parcel A will hold the warehouse distribution center.
She stated in February the Township granted a waiver to allow the plans to be submitted
as preliminary/final and the plans have been reviewed by the Township and all
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consultants.  She stated the applicant went before the Planning Commission on March 9, 
2021, and again on May 11, 2021, where the Planning Commission made a motion to 
approve the preliminary/final plan.  Ms. Camp introduced each member of the team.  Mr. 
Kirchgasser announced due to a conflict of interest, Mr. Andrew Parker, McCormick 
Taylor, will stand in for Mr. Janetka. 
 
Mr. Ryan Veasy, Stantec, stated the proposed development consists of a last mile delivery 
center that is located along the southern side of Baltimore Pike between the Valley 
Road/Franklin Blvd. intersection and the recently constructed State Police and Granite 
Farms intersection.  He stated the lot is approximately 30 acres and they will construct an 
approximately 143,000 square foot building which will contain approximately 10,000 
square feet of office and the remainder will be warehouse.  Mr. Veasy stated the site 
consists of 302 employee parking spaces which will have access off of Valley Road and 
Blackhorse Lane.  He stated the areas in blue on the plan will be for 634 delivery van 
parking spaces.  The site for the vans will be accessed by a right-in, right-out along 
Baltimore Pike with an additional access off of the Office Drive/Printers Way intersection 
which is for van access and also delivery trucks.  Mr. Veasy stated the site will also have 
connections for employees including a new sidewalk along Engravers Road to connect to 
the new proposed trail.  He stated there are several waivers requested; 1) allow a 
driveway grade to be steeper than 2% within 25 feet of a driveway for Baltimore Pike and 
also Office Drive and Printers Way, 2) the use of HTB storm drainpipe on site, 3) allow trees 
to be planted within 15 feet of the driveway entrance.  He stated he has been working 
closely with Tom Committa’s office and Bob Drennan to adjust the trees and as part of 
the resubmission, they will be providing an exhibit using the fire apparatus provided by 
Bob Drennan to model the entrances to be sure there are no issues, 4) the placement of 
roads and driveways within steep slope areas.  He stated they have retaining walls 
proposed along the backside of the rear parking lot and also the other parking lot. 5) 
permit cut and fill to occur in the areas of steep slopes and 6) wetland encroachments to 
allow for a 31-foot, 47-foot and 48-feet buffer reduction.  Mr. Vezey stated the plan 
consists of 3 lots with the primary lot for the development.  Lot B and Lot C will be the 
open space.  He stated there are 3 minor encroachments into the wetland setback, which 
he indicated on the plan.  He stated most of the comments on the review letters will be 
to comply.  Ms. Camp stated the Planning Commission requested additional buffering for 
the van parking area which will be shown on the amended plans.  She stated they were 
also asked to install trailhead parking. 
 
Ms. Nicole Klein, McMahon Associates, stated she has been before Council many times 
as part of the Franklin Mint Development and has completed a master plan of the 
development.  She stated the area in question was part of the Franklin Mint buildings.  
She stated in the 2018 traffic study it included the office buildings which would be a 
significant traffic generator from the standpoint of the morning and afternoon commuter 
peak period when traffic is at its highest along Rt. 1.  She stated what is now proposed is 
an e-commerce facility and from a comparison standpoint of trip generation between the 
576,000 square foot office buildings, there is a significant decrease in traffic.  On a 
weekday daily basis, it is down 57% and on a morning weekday basis it is down 95% and 
on a weekday afternoon commuter peak it is down 77%.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked Ms. Klein 
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to repeat this information.  Ms. Klein stated when comparing the previous office which 
was 576,000 square feet, with the e-commerce facility, on a weekday daily basis in a 24-
hour period it is a decrease of 57%, during the weekday morning commuter peak hour is 
a 95% reduction and during the afternoon commuter peak hour is a 77% decrease.  Ms. 
Klein explained how the e-commerce facility operates with very specific time frames 
when traffic can enter and exit the site.  She explained there is a breakdown of trip types; 
20 large trucks that bring the packages to the facility on a daily basis will happen 
overnight.  She stated the trucks come in and the sorting of the packages happens 
internally.  The employees that do the sorting come in overnight.  The delivery drivers 
come in and load their vans and there are also personal delivery drivers that come in and 
pick up packages for delivery and do not need to return to the site.  Ms. Klein stated to 
be efficient for this facility it is best to operate outside the commuter periods.  She stated 
as part of the study she provided all of the operation detail.  Ms. Klein stated the traffic 
from this facility is generated by leaving in waves at 20 minutes intervals.  She stated 72 
vehicles leave in a wave that occur in 20-minute intervals with a total of 230 vans and this 
will occur between 10 and 11 in the morning.  During this time on Rt. 1 the traffic is 1/3 
less.  She stated when the vans come back it occurs between 7:30 and 8:00 p.m. which is 
also 1/3 less traffic.  Ms. Klein stated Mr. Parker brought up a question in the review letter 
to add a study during holiday seasons. She stated the holiday period begins in November 
and ends in January and even during the season when traffic is at its highest, the traffic is 
still less than what would have been generated by the office development with the 
weekday daily basis being 18% less, the weekday morning basis being 59% less and the 
weekday afternoon being 17% less. Ms. Klein stated she analyzed traffic conditions within 
all of the parameters.  Ms. Klein explained the additional roadway improvements which 
will be constructed.  She stated no additional improvements are necessary at the Valley 
Road intersection, they will provide a dedicated right turn deceleration lane on Rt. 1, at 
the existing signalized intersection of Rt. 1 and Granite Farms and Office Drive which 
serves the State Police.  Office Drive will be reconstructed to provide dedicated turn lanes 
to exit and will provide a dedicated right turn deceleration lane from Rt. 1 to enter the 
intersection and will also be lengthening the dedicated left turn lane to provide 400 feet 
of storage.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked if they are lengthening the duration of the light at 
Granite Farms.  Ms. Klein stated because of the alignment between the new Office Drive 
and Granite Farms Estates, they will split phase the light. 
 
When Granite Farms has the green light, no one else will be green light and Office Drive 
will be served on its own.  She stated this has been approved by PADOT.  She stated they 
coordinated with the State Police so they would be fully aware of the operations of the 
facility and the State Police will have the opportunity to preempt the signal in an 
emergency.  Ms. Klein stated the facility also has a connection to Printers Way which will 
allow some vans to avoid the intersection at Rt. 1.  Ms. Klein stated she is coordinating 
with the traffic engineer and the State Police for the final location of the bus stop on Rt. 
1.  She stated she is coordinating with SEPTA and will have a field meeting to ultimately 
decide the location of the bus stop.  Ms. Klein stated they made a HOP design submission 
of all of the improvements to PADOT and the Township on June 3 & 4, 2021. Mr. 
Kirchgasser deferred to Mr. Parker.  Mr. Parker stated what has been described by Nicole 
Klein is accurate as far as what has been described of the facilities operations.  He stated 
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the only thing would be the Printers Way access out to Rt 452 has been envisioned.  He 
stated when the site is open and fully running, they would want to monitor how much 
traffic is using Printers Way and may potentially have to work with Amazon to have the 
drivers use Rt. 1 instead of Printers Way.  Mr. Read asked for information about the 50-
foot setback from Rt. 1.  Mr. Vezey stated on the plan there is a 100-foot setback and 
everything in the area is outside of the 100-foot setback.  Ms. Dussling asked when is the 
shift change scheduled.  Ms. Klein stated all the details are included in the traffic study 
and she will pull the information up and report.  Ms. Dussling asked if the delivery vans 
have a backup alarm.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated he is confident they have backup alarms. 
 
Mr. Shropshire asked if they included Wawa in the traffic study as their operations 
schedule is similar to Amazon.  Ms. Klein stated in the study they were focused on the 
peak traffic in the morning between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m., realizing they operate outside of 
the peak hours.  She stated they were able to obtain historical data which is not impacted 
by COVID-19 and obtained the data for 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the morning which would 
incorporate the traffic generated by Wawa. 
 
Ms. Lisa Thomas, Landscape Architect, handed out hard copies of the landscape plan as 
well as displayed it on-line.  She described they added more trees, shrubs and evergreen 
trees landscaping in the area of the 100-foot setback at Rt. 1.  To the east is a 100-foot 
setback which is the retention basin for the State Police Barracks.  She stated there is 
additional landscaping along the parking lot to the south.  Ms. Thomas stated to the rear 
of the property by the retaining wall is a layering of vegetation with the darker green area 
on the plan being native shrubs and the dark area shown on the plan are trees.  She stated 
there are 510 trees altogether.  Ms. Thomas presented a plan showing trees at installation 
time and what they would look like after 10 years from several areas on the site and 
explained all the views are at eye level if you are sitting in a car.  She stated in doing this 
plan they were able to see gaps which exposed the vans so they will fill in the gaps.  The 
next slide presented showed a cross section of the site going from south to north showing 
the retention wall and landscaping. 
 
Mr. Barry Archambault presented a plan of the trail system for the site.  He explained the 
blue line is the 10-foot-wide multi-use trail that had been previously approved.  The cyan 
line is the 6-foot-wide street scape sidewalk, the purple line is the ADA compliant path, 
and the green line shows the Township nature trail.  Mr. Archambault explained where 
each trail leads. 
 
Mr. Ken Elliot, Santec, presented plans for the east and north elevations.  He stated the 
building will be a precast, insulated concrete panel system and there will be two canopies.  
He stated the blue canopy shown is where the associates will enter the facility.  To the 
right is the gray canopy and is where there will be package pick-up.  He stated this plan 
shows a storefront pick-up, but this has changed and now there will be a hub locker where 
people can come to pick up and drop off their packages.  Mr. Elliot stated the canopy to 
the left is the van loading area.  Mr. Elliot presented a plan showing the west and south 
elevations.  The west elevation shows where the vans will pick up their packages and the 
south elevation shows where the van canopy is located.  Mr. Elliot presented a 
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perspective plan showing where the associates will enter the facility.  Mr. Elliot presented 
the last elevation plan showing the van loading area and the trailer unloading area.   

Mr. Kirchgasser asked if the structure was a LEED (Leadership, Education and 
Development) structure.  Mrs. Elliot responded it was not, but the client has put into place 
a lot of green construction processes.  Mrs. Powell asked if there was any response to the 
DRC committee letter.  Ms. Merino stated not at this time.  Ms. Nicole Klein explained 
the warehouse employees come in at 1:30 a.m. and leave at 12:30 p.m. with two shifts of 
delivery supervisors.  One shift is 5:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and the second shift is a 1:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m.  The van drivers arrive in their personal vehicles at around 9:30 a.m. and the 
departure of the delivery vans starts at 10:30 a.m. and leave in waves.  She stated the 
vans return to the facility between 7:00 p. m. and 9:00 p. m.  She stated the personal vans 
come in at 11:00 a. m. and do not return to the facility.  There are support site associates 
who come in at 1:30 a. m. to 6:00 p.m.  Ms. Klein stated the study includes a table that 
goes through each 30-minute increment of a 24-hour day and breaks down each segment 
of traffic.  She stated this shows about 175 (entering and exiting) trips per day which 
breaks down to three vehicles per minute.  She stated during the peak hours of 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. this facility produces 1 vehicle and, in the afternoon, it produces 90 vehicles. 
Ms. Dussling asked during the seasonal hours how much of a change is there.  Ms. Klein 
stated all the figures are provided in the traffic study.  She stated during seasonal times 
they add another shift.  Ms. Camp stated she presented copies of the draft motion to the 
Township which includes all items discussed this evening.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated all 
members of Council have a copy of the Resolution and asked if Mr. McKenna has anything 
to add.  Mr. McKenna stated he has reviewed the Resolution. 

Ms. Kelly Johnson, 711 Iris Lane, asked what the increase in traffic volume impact will be 
to the residents in the area.  Ms. Klein stated there will be no change to the weekday 
morning peak period and during the afternoon peak period there are 90 additional 
vehicles.  She stated during the facilities operational hours there will be 175 vehicles 
entering the facility and during the evening facility peak there will be approximately 150 
vehicles entering and exiting the facility.  Ms. Klein stated during the facility peak hours 
there are 1900 vehicles on Rt. 1 and in the afternoon facility peak there are about 1600 
vehicles on Rt. 1. and this is about 1/3 less than the morning commuter peak hours having 
2800 vehicles on Rt. 1 and in the afternoon commuter peak hours there are 2300 vehicles 
on Rt. 1.  Ms. Johnson asked if the semi’s that deliver overnight are about 20 and Mr. 
Kirchgasser stated this is correct.  Mr. Parker stated the numbers are the typical off-season 
hours.  Ms. Dussling asked if the number of trucks are twenty and Ms. Klein stated she 
does not have the actual number.  Ms. Dussling asked the distance to the closest 
residence.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated he believes the closest is the new townhouse.  Mr. Veasy 
stated it is approximately 180 feet.  Ms. Dussling asked if there are other mixed-use 
facilities in the general area and Ms. Camp stated she is not aware of any.  Ms. O’Connell-
Bell asked if in the peak season will there be changes in the overnight deliveries.  Ms. Klein 
stated the operation will stay the same, but the numbers will fluctuate.  She stated the 
total trips change by about 100 trips in the peak season which is a 50% increase.  Ms. 
Dussling asked how many docking bays are in the facility and Mr. Veasy stated there are 
15. Mr. Kirchgasser asked if customers will be allowed in the facility to pick up packages



  Township Council Meeting 
 June 14, 2021 

8 

 

and Mr. Elliot stated there will be an area for package pick, but there is no interaction with 
employees as it is an automated hub system.  He stated there will be parking allocated 
for customer pick-up.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated under item 12 in Mr. Parker’s review letter 
the Township reserves the right to monitor Printers Way traffic and wants to be sure that 
remains available to the Township.  Ms. Camp stated that will be a Township road, and 
the Township can dictate what happens on that road. He stated the DRC will have the 
opportunity to review and Ms. Camp answered in the affirmative. 
 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-14.  Mr. Read seconded the 
motion.  The motion was carried with a vote of 5-1.  Ms. Dussling opposed the Resolution. 
 

B. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-15, Temporary Basin Connection Highway 
Occupancy Permit, 1400 W. Baltimore Pike. 

 
Mr. McMullan stated before Council is a request for a temporary basin connection that will 
require a HOP permit. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-15.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

C. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-16, Amendment to Resolution 2020-05, Uses at 
Tyler Arboretum. 

 
Mr. McMullan stated Tyler Arboretum is before Council to increase the events in a calendar 
year from 100 to 105 due to the COVID-19 pandemic events that have been cancelled.  He 
stated they are asking for a one-time increase during this calendar year. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

D. Consideration for Introduction: Ordinance 831, Authority to purchase premises located at 
21 N. Pennell Road in the amount of $320,000.00. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council is an Ordinance for introduction to purchase the 
property at 21 N. Pennell Road which is currently housing the library. 
 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to introduce the Ordinance.  Ms. Dussling seconded the motion.  
The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 
Mr. Bob Fyfe, President, Board of Trustees, thanked Council and especially Mr. Shropshire 
for purchasing the building at Roosevelt School.  He stated work is progressing and they will 
be closing the current location on Friday.  He stated they have hired a library moving 
company and are asking for volunteers to help with the move.  He stated they will open at 
the end of August.  Mr. Fyfe stated Mr. Read built the new circulation desk for the library.  
Mr. Fyfe stated they are closing to raising a million dollars and are $13,000 short of reaching 
the goal. 
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E. Consideration for Approval, Citizen Board Appointments:  Fire Apparatus Committee: 
 W. Scott Reitze, Paul Bradfield, James Moretti, Gene Ontjes.  Term: Present - January 3, 

2022. 

 
Mr. McMullan stated before Council tonight for consideration for approval appointments to 
the Fire Apparatus Committee; Scott Reitze, Paul Bradfield, James Moretti, and Gene Ontjes 
for a one-year term from present until January 3, 2022. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve.  Ms. Dussling seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

F. Council Review of Zoning Hearing Board Applications: 

 
1) Application 2021-07: Gwen Thompson, 531 Ridge Avenue is seeking variances for an 

accessory structure within a side yard and aggregate side yard setbacks to construct a 
detached garage, R-4 Zoning District. 

 
2) Application 2021-08: Thomas J. Novelli, Jr., 60 Cherrywood Lane is seeking Special 

Exemption to locate an in-ground swimming pool in a year yard, R-2 Zoning District. 
 
3) Application 2021-09: Matthew Lesky, 42 Wyncroft Drive, is seeking variances to allow an 

accessory structure within a side yard and aggregate yard setbacks in order to construct 
a detached garage, R-2 Zoning District. 

 
Council did not wish to send representation to the Zoning Hearing Board for any of the 
applications. 
 
G. Approval of June 14, 2021, Bill List. 
 
Mr. Kirchgasser read the bill list aloud. 
 

GENERAL FUND 

A. J. Blosenski, Inc. April Recycling/Yard Waste $ 37,041.75 

Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. April Hydrant Bills $ 9,375.86 

Kelly & Close Engineers Professional Services ending 4/30/21 $ 9,132.12 

 MS4/Stormwater Improvements $ 3,910.25 

  $ 13,042.37 

Keystone Information 
Systems. 

Contracted Serv. 3/22/21-4/30/21 $ 23,400.00
 23,400.00 

Longley Insurance Agency Fire Companies Renewal Pkg. $ 20,946.00 

Petrikin Wellman Damico June Retainer $ 1,000.00 

Brown Petrosa Twp. Solicitor/J. Damico $ 4,995.00 

  $ 5,995.00 
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PA Municipal Health Ins. 
Coop. 

June Health Insurance $ 30,627.62 

 June Health Ins. - Recreation Portion $ 2,022.53 

  $ 32,650.15 

United Inspections Agency Electrical Inspections - April 2021 $ 8,324.00 

   

 General Fund Total $ 150,775.13 

   

 CAPITAL RESERVE  

A. F. Damon, Inc. Driveway Restoration - 12 Glen Riddle 
Road 

$ 8,768.00 

CAPITAL RESERVE 2019 G.O. BOND-ROOSEVELT 

Steve Botella Const. Roosevelt Comm. Cnt. Inv.#4338 $ 5,868.28 

2020 G.O. ISSUE NON-ELECTORAL 

Domus Construction Roosevelt Comm. Center. Inv. #11 $ 20,271.08 

GO2 Tech Roosevelt Comm. Center Inv. #39923 $ 11,229.94 

Kelly & Close Engineers Smedley Park Stage 2 & 3 $ 6,221.80 

Little Digger Excavating, LLC Roosevelt Comm. Cen. Inv. #2021-05-28 $ 7,750.00 

MECO Constructors, Inc. Smedley - Payment #4 $ 80,986.72 

 Non-Electoral Total $ 126,459.54 

 
Mr. Read made a motion to approve the Bill List. Mrs. Powell seconded the motion. The motion 
carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 9:01 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 
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Middletown Township
Engineer’s Report

June 14, 2021
Council Meeting

MARINER 2 PIPELINE MT100 Ea

Horizontal Direction Drill HDD #591 (Sleighton Park to 143
Valley Road) Sunoco/ETP has agreed to geologic and
geophysical “monitoring” plan, which has been reviewed and
approved by the Township’s Geophysics/Geology consultant,
Applied Geosciences and Engineering (AG&E). The
monitoring plan has been implemented and AG&E is
reviewing data collected as part of this plan, which includes
geophysical studies, surface elevation monitoring, and
ground water monitoring, on a continuous basis, before,
during, and for a period of time after completion of the HDD.
The purpose of this plan is to monitor the entry point of the
20 inch HDD for earth features. This “monitoring” plan is
designed for early detection of potential earth features,
should they arise during and after directional drilling. The
reaming phase of the installation is approximately 80%
complete. Anticipated completion date for pipe installation
(pullback) is early to mid July 2021.
Tunbridge Apartments – Sunoco/ETP has completed pipe
installation and is nearly complete with final restoration.
Riddle Junction Valve Station – Open trench pipe installation
between the valve station and Tunbridge Apartments is
complete. Permanent restoration is ongoing.
Glen Riddle Station Apartments – Direct pipe installation and
dual pipeline installation (within the metal casing) is
complete. Physical connection of direct pipe segment with
the Glen Riddle Road pipe bore is complete. Permanent
restoration of the site will begin in the near future.
Riddlewood Drive – Sunoco/ETP has completed installation of
direct pipe and has also completed installation of both
pipelines within the direct pipe metal casing. Open trench
pipe installation from the end of the direct pipe section,
towards the terminus of the pipelines (near Pennell Road) is
complete, with the exception of connection of pipe to the
Pennell Road pipe bore, completed a few years ago. Hydro
testing will be completed from this location and Sunoco/ETP
will provide notification to impacted residents and the
Township prior to start of this testing. Pipe from Pennell Road
to the Glen Riddle Junction Valve Station (behind Martins
Lane) will be tested.
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This office has updated the overall project status report and
exhibits, which we typically do on a quarterly basis
(approximately). These exhibits graphically depict all work
that is complete, partially complete, temporarily restored or
incomplete, including stormwater controls, permanent
stabilization, landscape plantings, and approximate pipe
installations, including directional drills and bores.
Engineering certifications have been received for all
permanent stormwater controls proposed with this project
for compliance with Township Code Chapter 198,
Stormwater Management. Although controls include both
structural (e.g. surface or underground basins) and non
structural improvements (e.g. plantings, amended soils,
brush seeding), controls are predominantly non structural
due to the linear nature of the work. Underground
infiltration basin was recently completed near the west side
of Valley Road, approximately 1/8th of a mile north of W.
Forge Road.

PIPELINE MAINTENANCE PROJECTS

Sunoco Pipeline LP (SPLP) – Wawa Upgrade – Cathodic
Protection Darlington and Valley Road area. A permit has
been granted by the Township but the work is currently on
hold.
Sunoco Pipeline LP (SPLP) – Riddlewood CP System Cathodic
Protection – Riddlewood Drive and Pennell Road Area.
Permit applications have been reviewed and permit issued
for the work. This work is currently on hold.
Sunoco Pipeline LP (SPLP) – New Darlington Repair – This
project is complete. Project included repair and protecting a
portion of an existing 8” NGL pipeline (Beckersville to Twin
Oaks) located near the bottom of an unnamed tributary to
Chester Creek (crossing New Darlington Road, approximately
1,800 feet north of the intersection of Darlington Road).
SWEPI, L.P. (aka Shell Oil Company) – Brookhaven Pipeline
Removal. A Grading and Excavating permit has been granted
by the Township for the removal (from Chester Creek) of an
inactive 6” steel pipeline near 646 Creek Road. Work is
expected to commence around June 14, 2021.

SEPTA R3 2 MT120 Bwa

Construction activity is ongoing from near Elwyn Station to
just north of the right of way intersection with Rt. 1. Work
includes the replacement or rehabilitation of numerous
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stormwater culverts, replacement of bridges, installation of
new bridges, widening and reprofiling of tracks, roadway
improvements, and stormwater management facilities
installation. Installation of all stormwater culverts and
pedestrian culverts is now complete.

SEPTA R3 3 MT120 Bwa

A Grading and Excavation Permit has been issued to SEPTA
for grading work associated with the R3 3 Land Development,
specifically including the parking garage, driveway, station
building, and the Lenni Facility. Work is on going.

TOWNSHIP GUIDERAIL PROGRAM MT124 E

The guiderail program is for the installation and/or
replacement of guiderail along the following 6 segments of
Township roadway (including the segments associated with
the recently completed 2019 contract): Howarth Road, E.
Knowlton Road (North), E. Knowlton Road (South), Darlington
Road (East), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road.
Preliminary design plan is complete for E. Knowlton Road
(South), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road. Bid letting
for this work has not yet been scheduled and is now projected
for 2021. Significant utility pole relocation and tree removal
is required for these projects.
The Township applied for an A.R.L.E. grant for the completion
of guiderail projects in 2020, but was not awarded the grant.
The Township will re apply for this grant in June 2021.
A.R.L.E. is the Automated Red Light Enforcement
Transportation Enhancements Grant Program established in
2010 as a PennDOT administered competitive grant program
in accordance with PA Vehicle Code (75
Pa.C.S.) §3116(l)(2) and §3117(m)(2). Funding for the
program is generated from the net revenue of fines collected
through Automated Red Light Enforcement Systems. Grant
applications are accepted annually during the month of June.

TOWNSHIP CODE AMENDMENTS MT110 SERIES

The following Codes are in the process of being amended
prior to the end of 2021: Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control), Chapter 204 (Streets and Sidewalks),
Chapter 210 (Subdivision and Land Development) and
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Township Standards (construction standards, details and
specifications).
Chapter 198 (Stormwater Management Ordinance) –
Amended Ordinance was adopted by Council and went into
effect starting on January 9, 2020.
Preparation of Draft revisions to Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion
and Sedimentation Control), has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants.
Preparation of a new Township Code, Chapter 77 (Building
Permit and Occupancy Procedures) has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants. Chapter 77 is intended to establish
requirements and procedures for obtaining building permits
and requirements for approval of Certificates of Occupancy
for occupiable structures. The draft ordinance will be
reviewed with the Land Planning Committee in the near
future.
“Township Standards and Specifications” has been reviewed
by Township Staff and revisions to the document, as well as
various Township application forms, is in process. This
document is to formally update/upgrade and replace
numerous construction details and policy documents utilized
by the Township over the last many years. It is anticipated
that upon review by Township staff, this document will be
presented to Council for review. This document can (and
should) be updated periodically to include additional
construction details, guidance documents, forms, etc. if they
become necessary.

STORM SEWER REPAIR – 12 GLEN RIDDLE ROAD MT100 M

Replacement of severely deteriorating storm sewer
traversing the private property of #12 Glen Riddle Road
(through a Township easement) is complete. This project is
now complete.

STORM SEWER REPAIR – 37/43 ORIOLE AVENUE MT100 L

Replacement of severely deteriorating storm sewer
traversing 37 and 43 Oriole Avenue, from Oriole Avenue to
the Promenade at Granite Run shopping center (west of
Boscov’s) is schedule to be completed in mid to late May
2021. Work is taking place within the right of way of Oriole
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Avenue, as well as within storm sewer easement traversing
43 Oriole Avenue. Work is also being completed on 37 Oriole
Avenue to decommission and remove existing storm sewer
pipe that will no longer be utilized. Construction is
approximately 95% complete.

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL MT100 O

The Township has completed survey of the entire school
property. The plan will be updated in the near future to show
the location of an underground tank that was demolished by
the Township several years ago; and additional sanitary
sewer information recently discovered at the site (both
brought to our attention by Vince Visoskas).
Sketch Plan for rear parking lot, tot lot/playground and
stormwater management facilities has been completed and
submitted to the Township for inclusion and grant application
for project funding.

SUNNY BRAE STORMWATER BASIN REVITALIZATION MT100 K

Awarded Mariner East 2 Pipeline Corridor Grant Funds
($198,472.00).
The Township submitted a PA DCED Flood Mitigation
Program Grant application for $275,000.00 but was only
awarded a small fraction of the requested funding.
Basin area is located on land owned by the Township to the
rear of #38 Gallant Fox Drive.
Draft construction plan of the basin revitalization is complete,
including a recent revision to the basin embankments (behind
#38 Gallant Fox Drive, requested by the property owner) and
has been reviewed with Township Staff.
DRAFT temporary construction easement plans have been
prepared and will be the basis of acquiring permission from
three property owners to complete the project. The
Township has begun negotiating with property owners for
access to adjoining properties to complete the work and
approval of scope of work on each impacted property.
This project has been delayed due to COVID 19, negotiations
with impacted residents for work space access, temporary
construction access and approval of work proposed on
private property (that must be completed as part of the basin
project) and due to funding considerations. Total project cost
is estimated to be $500,000.00. it is anticipated that this
project will be let for bid in late winter 2022.
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The Township Landscape Architect, Thomas Comitta
Associates, has completed a basin planting and seeding plan.
This basin revitalization work will be submitted to PADEP as a
means to reduce sediment (PRP – Pollutant Reduction Plan)
in conjunction with the NPDES Permit for the Township’s MS4
(permit term from 2018 to 2023). The basin revitalization
work will address approximately 90% of the Township
sediment reduction requirement within the Chrome Run
watershed, for the 5 year term of the PRP approval. It is our
understanding the Township has 5 years from the date of PRP
approval (February 7, 2020) to complete stormwater
improvement identified in the plan, including survey,
engineering, and construction.

SMEDLEY PARK MT100 A.2

Contract for completion of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the project
was awarded to MECO Constructors in the amount of
$1,365,151.00. Stage 2 work included the bulk field and
parking lot grading work and awarded Stage 3 work included
the installation of parking lots, driveways and some of the
approved paved trails. Alternate Bid items for
baseball/softball infields was not awarded. Stage 2/3 work is
approximately 95% complete. The deadline for completion
of work will be extended to the end of May 2021 in order to
permit permanent grass stabilization. Work is complete with
the exception of minor “punchlist” items. Field areas are not
open to public use at this time, to allow grass to grow
properly. Field areas will be mowed in the near future.
A final construction phase is anticipated for 2021 or 2022 and
must include the following work: conversion of sediment trap
nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to permanent stormwater basin
condition, installation of approximately 800 feet of
pedestrian trail (that could not be completed with the current
stages of construction), asphalt paving of approximately 400
feet of paved trail (that was only completed to stone subbase
to permit future construction access for basin conversion),
installation of softball infield areas, and removal of all erosion
and sedimentation controls. The Township applied for a
grant (in the amount of $250,000.00) to partially fund
completion of the project; however, only a small fraction of
the requested funding was awarded to the Township.
Estimated cost to complete the final phase of work is
approximately $500,000.00.
The NPDES Permit for the Park project expires on December
19, 2022. PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permits have been
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extended to September 2021 and will be extended yearly as
needed.

MS4 NPDES PERMIT/POLLUTANT REDUCTION PLAN MT300 18

Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP) for the PADEP NPDES Permit term
of 2018 2023 was submitted to PADEP on December 4, 2019 and
final approval of the PRP was issued on February 7, 2020. Although
the NPDES permit term is 2018 to 2023, the Township has 5 years
(from the date of PRP approval) to complete design, permitting,
and construction of all of the proposed stormwater facilities
(BMPs) described in the PRP. The PRP includes an estimation of
cost to complete all stormwater facilities required by the State as
part of the approved PRP, prior to the end of the PRP approval term
(February 2025). It is anticipated that Sunny Brae Basin
revitalization will be the first stormwater BMP from the PRP, to be
completed (in 2021). The Township has submitted a PA DCED
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant application
for $296,905.00 for construction of a second stormwater BMP in
Township open space north of Highpoint Drive and south of the
Franklin Mint, and is awaiting review of the application by the
State. If approved, this project could feasibly be constructed in late
2021 or early 2022, after completion of engineering design and
permitting.

SUBDIVISIONS/LAND DEVELOPMENTS MT305 SERIES

Riddle Hospital Expansion (Pavilion) Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and
construction has commenced on the pavilion building.
SEPTA R3 3 Land Development Plan Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Zoning variances required for
the project were approved in August 2019 by the Zoning
Hearing Board. The plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced on the station building and parking garage
(building permits have been approved).
ARTIS Senior Living Land Development – The final plan,
conditional use and zoning map/text amendments have been
approved by Council. Anticipated commencement of
construction is late 2020. The land development plan has not
yet been recorded. We are awaiting additional minor plan
revisions before the project is able to be recorded. It is our
understanding the applicant intends to move forward with
this project in 2021.
227 Howarth Road Subdivision and Land Development
(Mancill Builders) – Conditional final approval granted by
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Council. Plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.
Guss Subdivision (Howarth Road) – Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded but construction
has not yet commenced.
Promenade at Granite Run Land Development Amended
final approval has been granted by Council and recordation
of the plan is complete. Construction pursuant to the
approved (and recorded) final plan is on going.
Darlington Pointe II Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.
312 Lenni Road Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has not yet been recorded.
33 N. Middletown Road Subdivision (Convery) Conditional
final approval granted by Council. Plan has not yet been
recorded. The plan was approved on August 22, 2016.
Penncrest High School Life Skills Center and Parking Lot
Subdivision and Land Development – Conditional final
approval has been granted by the Township Planning
Commission and Council. The plan has not yet been
recorded.
345 Valley Road Subdivision – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The Subdivision plan has not yet been recorded.
Glenwood Elementary School Parking Lot – Plan has been
reviewed by Township staff and was recommended for final
approval by the Planning Commission on May 12, 2020 and
granted conditional final approval by Township Council in
June 2020. The plan has not yet been recorded.
Westlake Lot Line Change – Plan has been reviewed by
Township staff and was recommended for approval by the
Township Planning Commission on March 10, 2020. The plan
was granted conditional final approval by Township Council
on July 13, 2020. The plan has not yet been recorded.
Congregation Beth Yeshua Land Development – Plan has
been recommended for final approval by the Planning
Commission and granted conditional final plan approval by
Township Council. It is our understanding the applicant
desires to being construction in the spring of 2021 and has
obtained PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit and NPDES
permit from PADEP. Review comments on a revised plan
submission were forwarded to the applicant’s engineer in
late July 2020 and we are awaiting plan revisions to address
those comments.
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Sleighton School Tract Minor Subdivision (Valley and W.
Forge) – Final approval has been granted by Council and the
plan has been recorded.
416 W. Forge Road Minor Subdivision Final plan has been
reviewed by Township consultants and it is our
understanding that layout revisions may be completed and
submitted to the Township for review in 2021.
Williamson College of the Trades Dormitory Land
Development Phase 4 Final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council and the plan
has been recorded.
Williamson College of the Trades Student Activity Center
Land Development Phase 5 – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The plan has not yet been recorded.
Indian Lane Elementary School Parking Lot and Baseball Field
Relocation – Conditional final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council. The plan
has not yet been recorded.
Luongo Reverse Subdivision and Land Development –
Township Consultants have reviewed the first submission of
the plan and the Township is awaiting direction from the
applicant on future plan revisions and further consultant
review which is necessary before the application can be
reviewed by the Planning Commission and Council. Zoning
Variances are required for this land development.




