
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

JUNE 28, 2021 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on June 28, 2021, at 7:00 P.M., Social 

Distancing In-Person Meeting at the Township Building and online as a virtual meeting during the 

Covid-19 Social Distancing. 
 

Present: Bibianna Dussling, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Susan Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Norman 

Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Vince Visoskas 

Excused: Stephen Byrne, Mark Kirchgasser, Eric Janetka. 
 

1. OPENING/CONVENE ONLINE MEETING: Review Virtual Meeting Rules. 
 Vice-Chairman, Ms. O’Connell-Bell, called the meeting of the Council to order at 7:00 P.M. 

and stated during the Covid 19 crisis, meetings will be held virtually and live according to the 
State recommendations. Mr. McMullan stated tonight’s meeting is hosted by Middletown 
Township via Zoom. He stated the meeting is being recorded and will be made available to 
the public. He stated residents will be on mute and will be unmuted during Public Comments 
and for any questions.  He asked when addressing Council please state your name and 
address clearly for the record. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Draft Township Council Minutes: May 24, 2021. 
 
 Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Read seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS - NONE 
 
4. REPORTS 

 
A. CHAIRMAN - NONE 

 
B. COMMITTEE - NONE 

 
C. MANAGER 

 
1) Joe Connolly, SEPTA; request for a waiver to work beyond permitted hours. 

Mr. McMullan reported Mr. Joseph Connolly from SEPTA is here tonight and that he 
has been before Council the last two meetings to request to work beyond permitted 
work hours.  He stated Mr. Connolly is returning tonight with a modified request to 
work beyond the permitted hours with a change with the type of equipment SEPTA 
will be using.  Mr. Joe Connolly, Manager of Federal Affairs for SEPTA, stated he was 
before Council to discuss the overhead catenary work to be done.  He stated the initial 
request was for the work to be done from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Friday and from 2:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on 
Sunday.  He stated Council asked him to take another approach to the work project.  
Mr. Connolly stated they are now doing the work from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday 
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through Friday according to the Township Ordinance.  He stated he’s here to request 
permission to work on Sunday from 2:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m. and using a high rail vehicle 
which functions as a truck on roads as it has regular tires but when used on the rails 
it has steel wheels that drop down on the track.  Mr. Connolly compared the vehicle 
to a PECO utility truck.  He stated the vehicle is smaller and will not be used every day 
but will be used on Sunday.  He stated they are approximately 40 workdays behind 
schedule. 
 
Ms. O’Connell-Bell stated the concern for residents is the noise particularly on 
weekends.  She stated at the last meeting he provided a video of the work project.  
She asked what kind of sound the residents should expect to hear from this type of 
vehicle.  Mr. Connolly stated there will be the sound of a diesel truck engine, the 
hydraulic sound when lifting workers to the overhead platform, there will be a backup 
alarm and also the sounds of crews communicating with each other.  Ms. Dussling 
asked about the backup alarm and how often this will happen.  Mr. Connolly stated it 
will only be used when entering or exiting the project as the work is a forward process.  
Ms. Dussling stated why the work is to be done on Sunday.  Mr. Connolly stated this is 
the schedule of the work crews that do this type of work.  He stated this crew works 
throughout the SEPTA rail system and this is their work schedule.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell 
asked if there exists a video of this type of vehicle and can it be provided to Mr. 
McMullan.  Mr. Connolly stated he asked the work crews and their videography 
department, but they could not find any video.  Mr. Shropshire stated he has seen this 
type of vehicle and stated it is basically like a PennDOT truck with added equipment 
and it operates as a vehicle on the streets and then drops the wheels when it is on the 
track.  Ms. Dussling asked if there are any additional noises with the wiring itself.  Mr. 
Connolly stated there is no significant noise with this catenary project. 
 
Mr. Vincent D’Angelis, 59 Rampart East, asked what is powering the lift that will be 
lifting crews up and down.  Mr. Connolly stated the vehicle itself is a diesel engine with 
a hydraulic system for raising and lowering crews.  Mr. D’Angelis asked if the diesel 
engine with hydraulics is going to be used on Sundays.  Mr. Connolly stated the vehicle 
to be used on Sunday is comparable to a utility truck that has on the back a platform 
that raises and lowers crew and the engine that powers the vehicle will also power 
the platform.  Mr. D’Angelis asked if there will be additional lighting.  Mr. Connolly 
stated there is lighting on the wire train and the high wire vehicle, but it will be angled 
where the crews are working.  Mr. D’Angelis stated the trees have been cut down so 
he is concerned about the lighting from the equipment especially late at night.  Mr. 
Connolly stated there is lighting on the vehicle, but the goal is to angle it down towards 
the workers at the platform and at the wires.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell asked if there is 
additional lighting other than the vehicle.  Mr. Connolly stated the lighting will be 
contained to the high rail vehicle.  Mr. Shropshire asked where the project is currently 
with the installation of the wires and Mr. Connolly stated the first 2 months of work 
will be from Elwyn Station to the Lenni substation on Lungren Road.  He stated it is a 
multi- phased process beginning with attaching all the hangers and equipment then 
they attach the wires.  He stated the next phase will be from the Lenni substation to 
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the new station on Baltimore Pike and the work will continue in the new station area 
and the rail area. 
 
Mr. John McCue, 6 Palmers Lane, stated he has a video which he just shot of the work, 
and he would e-mail this to anyone interested.  He stated right now there is a diesel 
engine on the track, and it is moving copper wire along the track.  Mr. McCue stated 
he has had many conversations with Mr. Connolly and considers him a friend.  He 
stated his concern is about the schedule of the project and the kinds of sounds 
especially the diesel engine idling.  He stated he lives about 100 feet from the track 
and has experienced the noise from the project; specifically, the loud horns being 
blown.  He stated he understands the need to blow the horns in an emergency but 
would request if this passes that the method of communication from the teams be 
used at a minimum.  He stated all the screening has been lost because of the removal 
of trees.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell told Mr. McCue that Mr. Connolly has been taking notes 
about his concerns and asked Mr. Connolly if he will investigate the horn signaling.  
She stated she enjoys the comment that Mr. Connolly is a friend and thinks he will 
find this invaluable throughout this project.  Mr. Connolly stated he will look into this 
and will report back.  He stated the work being done tonight is not what will be done 
on Sundays as it is a much smaller and much less impactful operation.  Mr. Shropshire 
stated he would like to see this project move forward and he was not aware of trees 
being removed.  He stated he wants the project to move forward as it is a great 
addition to the Township. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the waiver of the hours.  Ms. O’Connell-
Bell stated this will be for the new hours 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Mr. McCue ask if there is a way to publish 
a schedule where crews will be day to day or week to week.  Mr. D’Angelis would also 
like a schedule to be published.  Mr. Shropshire stated he believes everyone would 
like to know where work is being done. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made the original motion to approve.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Powell asked if the trees that have been removed will be replaced.  Mr. Connolly 
stated there are no plans to replace them as they are in the SEPTA right-of-way.  He 
stated the trees were removed in preparation of the wire installation.  He stated in 
preparation, they look at trees that are old or have the potential of falling on the 
tracks as they are a hazard.  Ms. Dussling asked if there is a plan to install other types 
of screening, and Mr. Connolly stated there is no plan.  Mr. McCue stated he 
understands trees have the potential to fall on the wires and tracks.  He stated there 
was a tree that fell on the wires, and it disrupted AMTRAC for hours.  He stated there 
were numerous people on his property, but there is an aesthetic with the trees as 
they dampen noise and asked if they could install privacy barriers or if there is a type 
of tree that can be planted that would never interfere with the train operation.  He 
stated he believes many people would want SEPTA to install shrubs or bushes that 
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could be maintained by the homeowner but does not interfere with the train 
operations.  He stated this would also help with erosion.  Mr. McCue stated this would 
be a positive community impact and should be considered.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell said 
Council will take this under advisement.  Ms. Dussling asked for a timeline for fixing 
the road at the Riddlewood Swim Club.  Mr. Connolly stated he will have to check on 
what work is remaining in that area.  Mr. McMullan stated that he is not sure if the 
work already done at the swim club is temporary or permanent. 
 

D. ENGINEER - None 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS - N/A 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Consideration for Introduction:  Ordinance 832, Authority for the Middletown Township 

Sewer Authority to incur debt to finance the refunding of MTSA’s 2016 Series Bond in the 
aggregate amount of $10,000,000. 

Mr. McMullan introduced Mr. Jamie Schlesinger of PFM, Mr. Robert Scholz, and Mr. 
Timothy Sullivan of the Sewer Authority.  Mr. Schlesinger stated this is the first reading of 
the Ordinance.  He stated in the past, the Township has served as a guarantor of the 
existing debt of the Sewer Authority and by doing so, it provides the Authority with added 
security to try to sell bonds.  He stated because of the strong credit rating of the Township, 
it provided the Authority with lower interest rates.  Mr. Schlesinger stated over the next 
few months they will be trying to accomplish the plan to refinance the existing series of 
2016 bonds.  He stated where the interest rates are now, they are able to save over 
$300,000 in overall costs with no extension of debt.  He stated the Authority has been 
kicking around alternatives and after further review, the Authority is going to stick to the 
current structure to maintain the same amortization and utilize a bond issue.  Mr. 
Schlesinger stated they will be going through a credit rating process and should have the 
results in a week.  Following this they will come back to Council for the next meeting on 
July 12, 2021, for the second reading and formal adoption of the Ordinance.  Once this 
occurs, the Authority will meet with their board and they will move forward with a 
Resolution and after the approval of the resolution, they will be able to lock into rates and 
save money. 
 
Mr. Tim Sullivan, Chairman Middletown Township Sewer Authority, stated the quandary 
has been can we do a bank loan and save upwards of a million dollars in debt service costs 
in a shorter term of 10 years or go with the bond issue for 15 years and save the projected 
$300,000.  He stated with the situation between DELCORA and AQUA with the DELCORA 
sale being hung up in the courts and at the PUC, the Authority is getting hit with 10% 
increases per year from DELCORA because they have to proceed as if the AQUA deal 
doesn’t go through.  Because of this, the Board felt they had to be conservative and 
cannot play the odds that the AQUA purchase of DELCORA will go through and therefore 
the rates will go back to 3% increases per year by virtue of using the proceeds as that rate 
stabilization trust fund.  Mr. Sullivan stated he knows they will be coming in for an increase 
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because the Authority keeps getting hit with the 10% increase and will save $20,000 a 
year over the next 15 years in debt service payments by refinancing the 2016 Bonds.  Mr. 
Shropshire stated he appreciates the Authority’s guidance and direction through the 
years and added they are an asset to the Township.  Mr. Sullivan stated they have a great 
board with people of every profession.  He stated the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Bob Scholz, is a 
P.E. who ran the sewage treatment plant for Peach Bottom. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to introduce Ordinance 832.  Ms. Dussling seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
B. Consideration for Adoption: Ordinance 831, Authority to purchase premises located at 21 

N. Pennell Road in the amount of $320,000. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for adoption is Ordinance 831 to purchase the 
premises at 21 N. Pennell Road which is the current Library and is in line with the MOU 
that Council approved at the April 24, 2021, meeting between Council and the Library to 
purchase the property at a cost of $320,000. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Ordinance 831.  Mr. Read seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
C. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-17, Termination of Emergency Declaration, 

declared March 14, 2020. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council is a Resolution 2021-17 which lifts the emergency 
declaration that was approved by Council on March 14, 2020 and puts the Township in 
line with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania which lifted the declaration on June 10, 
2021. 
 
Ms. O’Connell-Bell asked if this would mean full in-person meetings and Mr. McMullan 
answered in the affirmative and stated they will be lifting the virtual components of the 
meetings.  Mr. Shropshire asked when the Township Building will reopen to the public.  
Mr. McMullan stated in the very near future.  He stated the building is open to the public 
with restrictions at this time.  He stated he is working out staffing issues and they will 
reopen very soon.  Ms. Dussling asked about terminating virtual meetings and Mr. 
McMullan stated this will have to be done under a separate agenda item.  He stated it is 
more complicated.  Mr. Damico stated he went to a seminar and the consensus is that 
the tradition has always been the governing body, persons making presentations and the 
public will meet in person.  He stated by terminating the Governor’s proclamation there 
was a determination by the House that the meetings will go back to the traditional way 
except for Boroughs.  He stated Boroughs have allowed participation by telephone.  Mr. 
Damico stated the Township has no provisions to allow this.  Mr. Christopher Garriga, 416 
Meadowhurst Lane, asked if the Township will continue to video tape the meetings and 
made public.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell said the videos were taped prior to the pandemic and 
will continue to be taped and made public but the meetings will not have the Zoom format 
for the interaction on a virtual format. 
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Mr. Read made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-17.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
D. Approval of June 28, 2021, Bill List. 

 
Ms. O’Connell-Bell read the bill list aloud. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

A. J. Blosenski, Inc. May Recycling/Yard Waste $ 37,041.75 

Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. May Hydrant Bills $ 9,375.86 

Barbacane Thornton & Co. Progress Billing-Audit 12/31/21 $ 7,900.00 

Kelly & Close Engineers Prof. Service ending 5/31/21 $ 8,990.75 
 MS4/Stormwater Improvements $ 5,311.75 

  $ 14,302.50 

   

Keystone Information Sys. Contracted Serv. 5/3/21-5/14/21 $ 9,525.00 

Middletown Free Library Q2 2021 – Library Distribution $ 75,000.00 

PA Municipal Health, Ins. Co-
op 

July Health Insurance $ 30,627.62 

 July Health Insurance - Recreation $ 2,022.53 

  $ 32,650.15 

   

Petrikin Wellman Damico June Retainer $ 1,000.00 
Brown Petrosa Twp. Solicitor/J. Damico $ 5,910.00 

  $ 6,910.00 

   

United Inspections Agency Electrical Inspections - May 2021 $ 7,932.00 

   

 General Fund Total $ 200,637.26 

 

2020 GO ISSUE NON-ELECTORAL 

AJM Electric, Inc. Application #11 - Roosevelt C. Center $ 47,500.00 

DWD Mechanical Cont. Inc. Application #9 - Roosevelt C. Center $ 5,676.25 



  Township Council Meeting 
 June 28, 2021 

7 

 

Kelly & Close Engineers Smedley Park - Services 5/31/21 $ 7,568.83 

Uhrig Construction, Inc. Application #11 - Roosevelt C. Center $ 205,259.26 

 Non-Electoral Total $ 266,004.34 

 
Mr. Read made a motion to approve the Bill List. Mrs. Powell seconded the motion. The 
motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
Ms. O’Connell-Bell adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 


