
TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

August 9, 2022 
 

Present: Jeff Koenig, Bill Moran, Mark Bradson, Alison Hassenplug, Doug Gramo  
 
Don Petrosa, Solicitor; Matt Burns, Engineer; Meredith Merino, Director of Planning & Development  
 
A.  Call to Order 
Acting Chairman Mr. Koenig called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  
  
B.  Approval of Minutes- June 14, 2022 
 
Mr. Koenig brought forth the draft June meeting minutes. Mr. Gramo motioned to approve the minutes; 
Ms. Hassenplug seconded the motion and the Commission approved the minutes unanimously with a vote 
of 5-0.  
 
C.  NEW BUSINESS  

 
1. Preliminary/Final Minor Subdivision Plan Review 

William N. Weirich, Jr. 
345 Lenni Road 
Proposal for creation of a 1.2-acre lot for construction of a single-family residence. The lot is 
to be created by transferring .183 acres from Lot 3 to Lot 1, to be further subdivided to create 
the subject Lot 2. Access to be made via an existing 50’ wide ROW off Highpoint Drive.  
 
Attorney Timothy Sullivan was present representing the applicant, Nick Weirich and his wife 
Trudy, as was Gus Houtmann, Engineer for the applicant. Mr. Sullivan explained that the 
Weirich family owns Lenni Products located on the part of the subject parcel zoned M-
Manufacturing, and a new single-family residential lot is being created as part of the 
subdivision in an area zoned R-1.  
 
Gus Houtmann reviewed the engineering comments of Eric Janetka and explained that there 
are two family properties owned by Nick’s father and uncle. The interior lots are generally 
located on the west side of Lenni Road between Station Road and Highpoint Drive. The 
eastern property Lot 3 contains 5.6 acres and is provided access to Highpoint by an unopened 
Right-of-Way. The Right-of-Way contains an existing private residential driveway to serve the 
Crothers lot. The western property, Lot 1, contains 32.67 acres and is accessed via Lenni Road. 
The existing two properties are being subdivided to create a 1.3 acre residential lot, Lot 2, 
zoned R-1. The lot is mostly wooded and contains steep slopes along the southern boundary 
of Lot 1. The 10 ft. driveway through the Right-of-Way access to Highpoint will be widened to 
16 ft. to provide a shared access to Crothers and Lot 2. On-lot sewage and a private well are 
proposed. The house is located almost 600 feet from Highpoint, making public sewer 
connection impossible. No public water exists on Highpoint. Stormwater management will be 
handled by two separate infiltration facilities, which exceeds the pre-development flow 
requirement. 
 
Mr. Houtmann explained that the applicant is requesting 3 waivers of the subdivision 
ordinance; to forego the preliminary plan application for a minor subdivision, to propose a 
common driveway width of 16 ft. where the code requires a 20 ft. width; and a waiver of the  
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steep slope requirements to construct a portion of the dwelling, driveway and grading within 
steep slopes.  
 
The subdivision plans were initially submitted to the Township on April 6 and were revised 
and resubmitted with a revision date of July 5 based on staff reviews. He went on to explain 
that there is a requirement for planning module, which is in process with DEP. 
Mr. Houtmann explained that a note was added to the plan that was carried over from the 
Crothers plan relating to driveway widening, and that an additional note will be added to 
clarify that any further development will require full road widening to Township standards 
within the Right of Way. 
 
Mr. Bradson asked if the only open item is the sanitary, and Mr. Houtmann responded that in 
addition to the planning module which is in process with DEP, the only other outstanding 
items will be developer agreements and cost estimates to be done before recording. He went 
on to say that most review items are resolved and anything else will just go through the 
Township Engineer for coordination, and plans are in good order. 
 
The nearest hydrant is located on Highpoint and Eric Lane because there is no public water 
any further up Highpoint.  
 
Mr. Crothers, owner of 19A Highpoint wants to keep the shared driveway as “natural” as it 
can be, advocating the narrower the driveway the better. Mr. Houtmann added that the 16 
ft. driveway will provide access for 2 lots and was previously acceptable under prior code. 
 
Mr. Gramo asked why no turnaround was added to the plan, given the hydrant situation and 
possible need to have a tanker truck respond in the event of an emergency. Mr. Houtmann 
responded that where the driveway for Lot 2 meets the private driveway, the radius was 
opened up for the intersection between the two private driveways. 
 
Matt Burns, Engineer for the Township stated that the applicant should hold the notation on 
plan that if the waiver was granted for the driveway width, that the previous note on the plan 
would be added to the new plan which restricts access to any non-residential use. 
 
After no further discussion, Mr. Gramo made a motion to recommend approval of the 
preliminary/final plan dated July 5, 2022 subject to compliance with the Township Engineer’s 
comment which was seconded by Ms. Hassenplug. The Planning Commission voted 5-0 in 
favor of the application.    
 
 
Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan Review 
Williamson College of the Trades 
106 S. New Middletown Road 
Proposal for development of a new 3-story, 72-bed dormitory building on the central portion 
of the campus 

 
 Dave Damon was present as the engineer for the applicant. The subject application is for a new 
dorm across from Clemens Cottage, about 3 times larger than the dorms that have previously been  
approved which are typically 24 beds. The look will appear similar in width and height, but the building is 
deeper to accommodate the additional rooms. 
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Mr. Damon went on to say that the new dorm is being placed in an area that currently has a parking lot 
and gazebo. The college wanted to retain the basketball court and the building will sit in the center of the 
parking lot. The footprint is 6,868 s.f. with an overall gross floor area of 21,633 s.f. Parking is proposed to 
be reconfigured to accommodate the building footprint and made more functional. 27 spaces with ADA 
will be placed near the existing ramp to access all dorms. The east side of the building will contain a 
stabilized area for fire apparatus. A fire hydrant currently located in the area will be relocated to be near 
the Fire Department connection on the building. There will be a reduction of existing impervious by 1,553 
s.f., and stormwater is presently connected to a stormwater facility located to the north of the dorm which 
is being upgraded with water quality improvements. The dorm complies with all zoning requirements. 
 
The applicant has requested a waiver for preliminary/final review and a waiver of the recreation fee-in-
lieu. Mr. Damon mentioned that in the past, Williamson has provided consent for a trail easement across 
campus in lieu of payment.  
 
Mr. Damon explained that the Delaware County Planning comments recommended approval and noted 
the historic architecture of the campus by Frank Furness. He went on to say that the architecture of the 
subject dorm mirrors other dorm buildings on campus.  
 
He went on to say that he had received review letters from the Township professionals and the response 
is “will comply” with all of the comments. The August 1, 2022 plan revision that was submitted to the 
Township was revised to comply with all of the comments. 
 
Mr. Gramo asked why the Township would consider a waiver of the recreation fee. Mr. Damon responded 
that Williamson is conscious of trying to keep fees down, and in a sense they are providing the open space 
for public use. Ms. Merino elaborated on the prior trail easement that had been agreed to and offered 
but not yet formalized or designed along the Williamson frontage as part of a prior land development 
approval in return for Council’s waiving of the recreation fee requirement. 
 
Mr. Koenig stated that he would like to see the recommendation of approval conditioned on the 
formalization of a trail easement across the campus to continue the trail connections. Ms. Hassenplug 
moved approval and Mr. Gramo seconded the motion. The Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend 
approval of the application.   
 
After the regular business was concluded, Scott Erdy of 249 Bortondale asked to address the Planning 
Commission regarding a pending 3-lot subdivision application adjacent to his property on Bortondale 
Road. Mr. Petrosa responded that it would not be appropriate for discussion to occur at a public meeting 
on an application that is not listed on the agenda or where the applicant is not present to take part in the 
discussion. Mr. Erdy then distributed a letter to the members of the Planning Commission. 
 
Mr. Koenig adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Meredith Merino 
Director of Planning & Development 


