
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

SEPTEMBER 13, 2021 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on September 13, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Township Building located at 27 N. Pennell Road. 

Present: Stephen Byrne, Bibianna Dussling, Susan Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Joseph A. Damico, 
Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Meredith Merino, Vince Visoskas, Eric Janetka 

Excused: Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Norman Shropshire 

1. OPENING: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mrs. Powell called the meeting to order and led in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Flag.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A) Draft Township Council Minutes:  July 12, 2021

Ms. Dussling made a motion to approve the July 12, 2021, Council Meeting Minutes.  Mr.

Byrne seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 4-0.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS - NONE

4. REPORTS

A. CHAIRMAN - NONE

B. COMMITTEE

1) Land Planning:  September 13, 2021, at 6pm.

Mrs. Powell reported there were two items before the Land Planning Committee.  McKee-

Middletown Builders, LLC., requested a Zoning Map Amendment R-1 Residence to a R-3

Residence at The Christian Academy and Avis Car Rentals proposed to relocate to 35 E.

Old Baltimore Pike.

C. MANAGER - NONE

D. ENGINEER
SEE ATTACHED ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Ms. Dussling asked if the final restoration is complete at the Riddlewood site.  Mr. 
McMullan stated he asked but did not get a response as to the restoration.  He 
stated that there are agreements with private homeowners.  He stated he will 
follow-up.  Ms. Dussling stated her concern is along Pennell Road. 

5. OLD BUSINESS - N/A

6. PUBLIC HEARING
A A public hearing on a Conditional Use for Linvilla Orchards 137 West Knowlton Road,

consideration to amend Resolution 2019-29, the modification will remove limitations to 
operating days in the calendar year and will expand the types of alcohol products sold and 
will increase the permitted sales and area square footage. 
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1)  Consideration to Authorize Conditional Use for Linvilla Orchards and Amend Exhibit 

“B” of the Agreement pursuant to the Conditional Use Public Hearing. 

Mr. Read made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Ms. Dussling seconded the motion.  
The motion carried with a vote of 4-0. 

 
SEE STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT 

 
Ms. Dussling made a motion to continue the Public Hearing to September 27, 2021.  Mr. 

Byrne seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 4-0. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consideration for Introduction:  Ordinance 835; Lease agreement between Middletown 

Township and Gerald J. and Susan Hale of 219 Lenni Road for the continued use and 

maintenance of .68 acres of open space identified as Folio No. 27-00-01199-01. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for introduction is Ordinance 835 which is a lease 

agreement between the Township and Mr. and Mrs. Hale of 219 Lenni Road.  He stated it is 

.68 acres of Township open space that has limited recreation space.  Mr. McMullan stated it 

is an annual fee of $1.  He stated the premises are to be maintained in good condition by the 

tenant.  Mr. Read asked if the property is insured.  Mr. McMullan stated the Township has 

coverage and there is an additional $1 million policy requested from the homeowners.  He 

stated the Township requires proof of the policy for the agreement and annually.  Mr. 

McMullan added that no structures are permitted on this property. 

 
Ms. Dussling made a motion to introduce Ordinance 835.  Mr. Read seconded the motion.  

The motion carried with a vote of 4-0. 

 
B. Consideration for Approval:  Resolution 2021-22, Amending Resolution 2018-98, modifying 

and adopting a defined contribution retirement fund for non-uniformed employees. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for consideration for approval is Resolution 2021-22 
which amends Resolution 2018-98.  He stated the Township entered into an agreement with 
ICMA Retirement Corporation (now known as MissionSquare Retirement) for the purpose of 
establishing a retirement plan.  He stated the employees’ participation and vesting in the plan 
begins the first of the month following thirty days of employment. 

 
Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-22.  Mr. Read seconded the motion.  
The motion carried with a vote of 4-0. 

 
Mrs. Powell adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 
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Middletown Township
Engineer’s Report
September 13, 2021
Council Meeting

MARINER 2 PIPELINE MT100 Ea

Horizontal Direction Drill HDD #591 (Sleighton Park to 143
Valley Road) Installation is complete. Sunoco/ETP continues
to complete geologic and geophysical “monitor” in the area,
which is designed for early detection of potential earth
features (should they arise after directional drilling). The
Township’s geophysics consultant continues to review testing
and monitoring information submitted by Sunoco/ETP. A
small length of 20 inch pipeline remains to be installed by
open cutting at the park. Pipe testing for the installed
pipeline is completed at the park and it is anticipated that
final restoration will be completed in two to three weeks.
143 Valley Road – Pipe installation and final restoration is
complete.
Riddlewood Drive – Sunoco/ETP has completed installation of
both pipelines. Final restoration is complete.
30 War Trophy – Work is complete and final restoration is
complete.
Glen Riddle Junction Valve Station – Work is complete with
the exception of the area immediately surrounding the valve
site, which will be completed once the final tie in is
completed between the previously installed 16 inch pipeline
and the inactive segment of pipeline. There is no schedule
established yet for this work.
This office has updated the overall project status report and
exhibits, which we typically do on a quarterly basis
(approximately). These exhibits graphically depict all work
that is complete, partially complete, temporarily restored or
incomplete, including stormwater controls, permanent
stabilization, landscape plantings, and approximate pipe
installations, including directional drills and bores.
Engineering certifications have been received for all
permanent stormwater controls proposed with this project
for compliance with Township Code Chapter 198,
Stormwater Management. Although controls include both
structural (e.g. surface or underground basins) and non
structural improvements (e.g. plantings, amended soils,
brush seeding), controls are predominantly non structural
due to the linear nature of the work. Underground
infiltration basin was recently completed near the west side
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of Valley Road, approximately 1/8th of a mile north of W.
Forge Road.

PIPELINE MAINTENANCE PROJECTS

MIPC, LLC (Monroe Energy) A Grading and Excavating permit
has been granted by the Township for the protection of an
existing, active 8” steel pipeline near 646 Creek Road. The
pipeline is visible within the bed of Chester Creek and is to be
protected with concrete blanket. Work is complete.

SEPTA R3 2 MT120 Bwa

Construction activity is ongoing from near Elwyn Station to
just north of the right of way intersection with Rt. 1. Work
includes the replacement or rehabilitation of numerous
stormwater culverts, replacement of bridges, installation of
new bridges, widening and reprofiling of tracks, roadway
improvements, and stormwater management facilities
installation. Installation of all stormwater culverts and
pedestrian culverts is now complete.

SEPTA R3 3 MT120 Bwa

A Grading and Excavation Permit has been issued to SEPTA
for grading work associated with the R3 3 Land Development,
specifically including the parking garage, driveway, station
building, and the Lenni Facility. Work is on going.

TOWNSHIP GUIDERAIL PROGRAM MT124 E

The guiderail program is for the installation and/or
replacement of guiderail along the following 6 segments of
Township roadway (including the segments associated with
the recently completed 2019 contract): Howarth Road, E.
Knowlton Road (North), E. Knowlton Road (South), Darlington
Road (East), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road.
Preliminary design plan is complete for E. Knowlton Road
(South), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road. Bid letting
for this work has not yet been scheduled and is now projected
for 2021. Significant utility pole relocation and tree removal
is required for these projects.
The Township applied for an A.R.L.E. grant for the completion
of guiderail projects in 2020, but was not awarded the grant.
The Township has re applied for this grant for the 2021
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calendar year and has offered a grant match which will
improve the probability of the grant being awarded. A.R.L.E.
is the Automated Red Light Enforcement Transportation
Enhancements Grant Program established in 2010 as a
PennDOT administered competitive grant program in
accordance with PA Vehicle Code (75
Pa.C.S.) §3116(l)(2) and §3117(m)(2). Funding for the
program is generated from the net revenue of fines collected
through Automated Red Light Enforcement Systems. Grant
applications are accepted annually during the month of June.

TOWNSHIP CODE AMENDMENTS MT110 SERIES

The following Codes are in the process of being amended
prior to the end of 2021: Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control), Chapter 204 (Streets and Sidewalks),
Chapter 210 (Subdivision and Land Development) and
Township Standards (construction standards, details and
specifications).
Chapter 198 (Stormwater Management Ordinance) –
Amended Ordinance was adopted by Council and went into
effect starting on January 9, 2020.
Preparation of Draft revisions to Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion
and Sedimentation Control), has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants.
Preparation of a new Township Code, Chapter 77 (Building
Permit and Occupancy Procedures) has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants. Chapter 77 is intended to establish
requirements and procedures for obtaining building permits
and requirements for approval of Certificates of Occupancy
for occupiable structures. The draft ordinance was recently
reviewed by the Township’s Land Planning Committee.
“Township Standards and Specifications” has been reviewed
by Township Staff and revisions to the document, as well as
various Township application forms, is in process. This
document is to formally update/upgrade and replace
numerous construction details and policy documents utilized
by the Township over the last many years. It is anticipated
that upon review by Township staff, this document will be
presented to Council for review. This document can (and
should) be updated periodically to include additional
construction details, guidance documents, forms, etc. if they
become necessary.
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STORM SEWER REPAIR – 17 PENN CHARTER DRIVE MT100 T

Replacement of severely deteriorating storm sewer
traversing from Penn Charter Drive, thru 17 Penn Charter
Drive, to an endwall near 19 Penn Charter Drive. Engineering
design is complete. Work is anticipated to commence in early
2022 after acquisition of easements and letting the project
for bid.

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL MT100 O

The Township has completed survey of the entire school
property. The plan will be updated in the near future to show
the location of an underground tank that was demolished by
the Township several years ago; and additional sanitary
sewer information recently discovered at the site (both
brought to our attention by Vince Visoskas).
Sketch Plan for rear parking lot, tot lot/playground and
stormwater management facilities has been completed and
submitted to the Township for inclusion and grant application
for project funding.

SUNNY BRAE STORMWATER BASIN REVITALIZATION MT100 K

Awarded Mariner East 2 Pipeline Corridor Grant Funds
($198,472.00).
The Township submitted a PA DCED Flood Mitigation
Program Grant application for $275,000.00 but was only
awarded a small fraction of the requested funding.
Basin area is located on land owned by the Township to the
rear of #38 Gallant Fox Drive.
Draft construction plan of the basin revitalization is complete,
including a recent revision to the basin embankments (behind
#38 Gallant Fox Drive, requested by the property owner) and
has been reviewed with Township Staff.
DRAFT temporary construction easement plans have been
prepared and will be the basis of acquiring permission from
three property owners to complete the project. The
Township has begun negotiating with property owners for
access to adjoining properties to complete the work and
approval of scope of work on each impacted property.
This project has been delayed due to COVID 19, negotiations
with impacted residents for work space access, temporary
construction access and approval of work proposed on
private property (that must be completed as part of the basin
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project) and due to funding considerations. Total project cost
is estimated to be $500,000.00. it is anticipated that this
project will be let for bid in late winter 2022.
The Township Landscape Architect, Thomas Comitta
Associates, has completed a basin planting and seeding plan.
This basin revitalization work will be submitted to PADEP as a
means to reduce sediment (PRP – Pollutant Reduction Plan)
in conjunction with the NPDES Permit for the Township’s MS4
(permit term from 2018 to 2023). The basin revitalization
work will address approximately 90% of the Township
sediment reduction requirement within the Chrome Run
watershed, for the 5 year term of the PRP approval. It is our
understanding the Township has 5 years from the date of PRP
approval (February 7, 2020) to complete stormwater
improvement identified in the plan, including survey,
engineering, and construction.

SMEDLEY PARK MT100 A.2

Contract for completion of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the project
was awarded to MECO Constructors in the amount of
$1,365,151.00. Stage 2 work included the bulk field and
parking lot grading work and awarded Stage 3 work included
the installation of parking lots, driveways and some of the
approved paved trails. Alternate Bid items for
baseball/softball infields was not awarded. Stage 2/3 work is
complete and the contractor has filed appropriate
maintenance bonds including 12 months for the entire
project and an extended bond period of 18 months for
Section A of the park (closest to intersection of Rose Tree and
Middletown Road). Field areas are not open to public use at
this time, to allow grass to grow properly. Mowing of the field
areas is presently the responsibility of the Contractor.
A final construction phase is anticipated for 2021 or 2022 and
must include the following work: conversion of sediment trap
nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to permanent stormwater basin
condition, installation of approximately 800 feet of
pedestrian trail (that could not be completed with the current
stages of construction), asphalt paving of approximately 400
feet of paved trail (that was only completed to stone subbase
to permit future construction access for basin conversion),
installation of softball infield areas, and removal of all erosion
and sedimentation controls. The Township applied for a
grant (in the amount of $250,000.00) to partially fund
completion of the project; however, only a small fraction of
the requested funding was awarded to the Township.
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Estimated cost to complete the final phase of work is
approximately $500,000.00.
The NPDES Permit for the Park project expires on December
19, 2022. PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit work is
complete and the Township is in the process of closing the
permits.

MS4 NPDES PERMIT/POLLUTANT REDUCTION PLAN MT300 18

Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP) for the PADEP NPDES Permit term
of 2018 2023 was submitted to PADEP on December 4, 2019 and
final approval of the PRP was issued on February 7, 2020. Although
the NPDES permit term is 2018 to 2023, the Township has 5 years
(from the date of PRP approval) to complete design, permitting,
and construction of all of the proposed stormwater facilities
(BMPs) described in the PRP. The PRP includes an estimation of
cost to complete all stormwater facilities required by the State as
part of the approved PRP, prior to the end of the PRP approval term
(February 2025). It is anticipated that Sunny Brae Basin
revitalization will be the first stormwater BMP from the PRP, to be
completed (in 2021). The Township has submitted a PA DCED
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant application
for $296,905.00 for construction of a second stormwater BMP in
Township open space north of Highpoint Drive and south of the
Franklin Mint, and is awaiting review of the application by the
State. If approved, this project could feasibly be constructed in late
2021 or early 2022, after completion of engineering design and
permitting.

SUBDIVISIONS/LAND DEVELOPMENTS MT305 SERIES

Riddle Hospital Expansion (Pavilion) Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and
construction has commenced on the pavilion building.
SEPTA R3 3 Land Development Plan Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Zoning variances required for
the project were approved in August 2019 by the Zoning
Hearing Board. The plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced on the station building and parking garage
(building permits have been approved).
ARTIS Senior Living Land Development – The final plan,
conditional use and zoning map/text amendments have been
approved by Council. Anticipated commencement of
construction is late 2020. The land development plan has not
yet been recorded. We are awaiting additional minor plan
revisions before the project is able to be recorded. It is our
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understanding the applicant intends to move forward with
this project in 2021.
227 Howarth Road Subdivision and Land Development
(Mancill Builders) – Conditional final approval granted by
Council. Plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.
Guss Subdivision (Howarth Road) – Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded but construction
has not yet commenced.
Promenade at Granite Run Land Development Amended
final approval has been granted by Council and recordation
of the plan is complete. Construction pursuant to the
approved (and recorded) final plan is on going.
Darlington Pointe II Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.
312 Lenni Road Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has not yet been recorded.
33 N. Middletown Road Subdivision (Convery) Conditional
final approval granted by Council. Plan has not yet been
recorded. The plan was approved on August 22, 2016 and
would have expired in August 2021, but the applicant
received approval of a 15 month extension of the plan
approval to permit completion of site work and recordation
of the plan.
Penncrest High School Life Skills Center and Parking Lot
Subdivision and Land Development – Conditional final
approval has been granted by the Township Planning
Commission and Council. The plan has been recorded and
construction of the bus facility parking lot has begun.
345 Valley Road Subdivision – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The Subdivision plan has not yet been recorded.
Glenwood Elementary School Parking Lot – Plan has been
reviewed by Township staff and was recommended for final
approval by the Planning Commission on May 12, 2020 and
granted conditional final approval by Township Council in
June 2020. The plan has not yet been recorded.
Congregation Beth Yeshua Land Development – Plan has
been recommended for final approval by the Planning
Commission and granted conditional final plan approval by
Township Council. It is our understanding the applicant
desires to being construction in the spring of 2021 and has
obtained PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit and NPDES
permit from PADEP. Review comments on a revised plan
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submission were forwarded to the applicant’s engineer in
August 2021 and it is anticipated that construction may begin
in the Fall of 2021.
416 W. Forge Road Minor Subdivision Final plan has been
reviewed by Township consultants and it is our
understanding that layout revisions may be completed and
submitted to the Township for review in 2021.
Williamson College of the Trades Dormitory Land
Development Phase 4 Final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council and the plan
has been recorded.
Williamson College of the Trades Student Activity Center
Land Development Phase 5 – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The plan is in the process of being recorded and
construction is scheduled to commence at the end of
September 2021.
Indian Lane Elementary School Parking Lot and Baseball Field
Relocation – Conditional final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council. The plan
has not yet been recorded.
Luongo Reverse Subdivision and Land Development –
Township Consultants have reviewed the first submission of
the plan and the Township is awaiting direction from the
applicant on future plan revisions and further consultant
review which is necessary before the application can be
reviewed by the Planning Commission and Council. Zoning
Variances are required for this land development.
Sleighton School Tract Subdivision (Middletown Township
and Edgemont Township) – Informal sketch plan and related
documents have been reviewed and comments submitted to
applicant. We are awaiting plan and submission document
revisions from the applicant prior to public hearings formally
commencing.


































