
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2021 

 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on September 27, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Township Building located at 27 N. Pennell Road. 
 

Present: Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell Bell, Susan Powell, Walter 

“Bok” Read, Norman Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., Eric Janetka John 

McMullan, Vince Visoskas 

Excused: Stephen Byrne 
 

1. OPENING: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
Mr. Kirchgasser called the meeting to order and led in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A) Draft Township Council Minutes:  August 9, 2021 
 

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the August 9, 2021, Council Meeting Minutes.  
Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

B) Draft Township Council Minutes:  August 23, 2021 
 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the August 23, 2021, Council Meeting Minutes. 
Ms. O’Connell Bell seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Ms. Wendy Hunsicker, 208 S. Pennell Road, stated she wants to address Council and members 

of the Roads, Highways and Public Safety Committee.  She stated on February 18, 2021, she 

met with three members of the Committee as well as Township Manager, John McMullan, 

and Trooper Tobin.  They discussed the ongoing speed issues on S. Pennell Road with 

emphasis from Lenni Road to Glen Riddle Road.  She stated the Committee seemed genuinely 

interested in resident safety.  Ms. Hunsicker stated Pennell Road is a narrow highly traveled 

road but admits the volume of traffic has lessened due to Covid and people working from 

home but, with the schools open there is an increase in traffic in the morning. She stated she 

cannot speak to the afternoon traffic as she is not home.  She stated this has cleared the way 

for speeders and the worst being tractor trailers fully loaded coming from WAWA dispatched 

enroute to Rt. 322 or I-95.  She stated there is also a problem with empty fuel trucks enroute 

to the filling station in Aston as well as SEPTA buses as they have become a threat to anyone 

who wants to enter or exit their driveways.  She stated a neighbor at 206 S. Pennell Road 

exited his driveway and was nearly overtaken by a big truck blowing his horn as they 

approached stopped traffic at Glen Riddle Road.  She stated some of the items discussed at 

the meeting were to do an inventory of signage, put up a radar speed sign at the existing 

speed limit sign at 218 S. Pennell Road and to address the issue of there being nothing to 

remind drivers at the Lenni Road signal that they are still is a school zone when the light turns 

green.  Ms. Hunsicker stated none of these issues have been put into action and as far as the 
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inventory, the south bound flashing school zone sign is physically compromised.  The speed 

limit sign at 154 S. Pennell Road is completely covered in vegetation and the intersection at 

Lenni Road is free and clear of any reminders of public safety and the radar sign at S. Pennell 

Road was never installed.  Ms. Hunsicker stated now that school is in session it would be 

rewarding and heartwarming to see something done for the safety of our children.  She stated 

she does not have any kids but would like to know she lives in a community that looks out for 

the safety of all.  She stated she included in her comments to Council a copy of her 

presentation from February, options to help community and public safety and pictures.  She 

stated she is disappointed she has to discuss this again, but she believes Mr. McMullan has 

an update.   

 

Mr. McMullan stated he had a meeting with members of PADOT and Township Engineers in 

August, but prior to this meeting there was a meeting with the Roads, Highway and Public 

Safety along with Trooper Tobin.  He stated Trooper Tobin reported a traffic safety detail had 

been set up along Pennell Road to deter speeders.  He stated in addition to that, he along 

with members of the Township engineering and members of PADOT met at Glenwood School. 

He stated he received an e-mail he recently received an email from the Township’s traffic 

engineer reporting that PADOT will be doing a speed study on Pennell Road.  He stated they 

were waiting for schools to open and that is why they did not start the study earlier. Mr. 

McMullan stated based on the speed study as well as other observations, PADOT will work 

out locations for the Township to install speed signs and road designations as well as school 

zone signs along Pennell Road and hopefully he will have an update by the end of October. 

 
4. REPORTS 
 
A. CHAIRMAN 

1) Proclamation - Aston-Middletown Little League Team 
Mr. Kirchgasser recognized each member and coach of the Little League team and 
presented them with a Township proclamation.  Mr. Kirchgasser congratulated the team 
on behalf of Middletown Township.  

 
2) Proclamation - Rocky Run YMCA 

Mr. Kirchgasser presented Mr. Tim Sullivan, representing Rocky Run YMCA, a 
proclamation honoring their 20-year anniversary and recognizing their overall 
contributions to the community.  Mr. Kirchgasser read the proclamation aloud. 
 
WHEREAS, Rocky Run YMCA is located at 1299 West Baltimore Pike, Middletown 
Township, Delaware County, PA; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rocky Run YMCA is a branch of the Greater Philadelphia YMCA Association; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the initial phase of construction of Rocky Run YMCA was completed on or 
about June of 2001; and 
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WHEREAS, a 20th anniversary celebration will take place on Friday, October 1, 2021; and 
 
WHEREAS, Rocky Run YMCA is located in Middletown Township and many of its members 
are residents of and/or employed by businesses in Middletown Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, Middletown Township wishes to commend Rock Run YMCA for being a 
valuable institution and member of the Middletown Township community that has 
supported and contributed to the well-being of the community at large; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Middletown Township does hereby recognize 
and commend Rocky Run YMCA for 20 years of service to the residents of and/or 
employees of businesses in Middletown Township, Delaware County, PA. 
 
PROCLAIMED this 27th day of September 2021. 
 
Mr. Sullivan thanked Township Council for their support throughout the development of 
the 85,000 square foot facility. 
 

B. COMMITTEES - NONE 
 

C. MANAGER 
1) PA State Police, Troop K - Trooper Jessica Tobin. 

Trooper Tobin reported for the month of August 2021.  She stated there were 50 
crashes which was an increase of 19%, 5 DUI arrests with an increase of 25%; 65 traffic 
stops, 1 burglary, 5 criminal mischiefs, 5 thefts, 5 retail thefts, and 0 ID fraud.  She 
stated on August 16 there was a retail theft at the Acme resulting in an arrest of 
Kenneth Bradsure who fled the store as he had three priors.  The same day there was 
a report of smashed windows at the AMC movie theatre.  On August 23 a welding 
machine was stolen from 1401 W. Baltimore Pike worth about $3,400.  On August 27 
at 3 Man O War Drive there was a damaged mailbox.  Trooper Tobin reported there 
were 46 active patrol actions around the Township.  She stated there were 91 
graduates last month and 5 were assigned to Troop K.  
 
She stated there has been significant increase in scams related to Megan’s Law 
offenders. She reported that individuals go to the public website and pretend to be 
state police and telling people that if they don’t register in a timely manner, you would 
have to pay a certain amount of money or they will be arrested. She stated the state 
police will never ask for any money.  
 
Ms. Dussling asked if the police presence on Pennell Road has continued. Trooper 
Tobin stated they will continue to do sporadic checks. She said the Township is divided 
into zones and whoever is assigned to zone 19 south will conduct some sort of 
enforcement if needed.  She stated if there are any concerns, please break them down 
by time and day of the week.  Mrs. Powell asked if she has a non-emergency incident 
who should she call.  Trooper Tobin said to call the station. Trooper Tobin stated any 
medical emergencies call 911, and any criminal incidents if 911 is called they will refer 
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the call to the proper authority but if the station is called it will eliminate third party 
issues. 

 
2. Mr. McMullan stated there will be public hearings with Edgmont Township for the 

proposed residential development at Sleighton school scheduled on October 14 and 

October 28 from 6:30 to 9:30 at Penn State campus.  He stated the meetings are being 

held in room 114 of the Student Union Building. He stated public notices will be 

published in the newspaper, Township website and Township’s weekly e-newsletter.  

 
D. ENGINEER – NONE 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Continued Conditional Use Hearing from September 13, 2021 - See Agenda Item 6A. 

Ms. Dussling made a motion to open the hearing.  Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.  
The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
SEE STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to close the public hearing.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARING 

A. Continued from September 13, 2021:  A Public Hearing on a Conditional Use for Linvilla 
Orchards, 137 W. Knowlton Road, consideration to amend Resolution 2019-29, the 
modification will remove limitations to operating days in the calendar year and will 
expand the types of alcohol products sold and will increase the permitted sales and area 
square footage. 

Ms. Dussling made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
SEE STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Ms. O’Connell Bell seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the Conditional Use application. Ms. Dussling 

seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
B. A Public Hearing on Ordinance 834 that could amend the Middletown Township Code of 

Ordinances of the Township of Middletown, Delaware County, PA, Chapter 275, Zoning, 

by creating a new subsection 275-199.K., relating to lot areas as it pertains to stormwater 

facility easements on private property. 

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to open the Public Hearing.  Mr. Read seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
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SEE STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to close the Public Hearing.  Ms. Dussling seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Ordinance 834.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consideration for Approval:  Ordinance 835:  Lease agreement between Middletown 
Township and Gerald J. and Susan Hale of 219 Lenni Road for the continued use and 
maintenance of .68 acres of open space identified as folio No. 27-00-01199-01. 

Mr. McMullan asked for Council to consider approving Ordinance 835, a lease agreement 

between Middletown Township and Gerald and Susan Hale of 219 Lenni Road for their 

continued use and maintenance of .68 acres of open space. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Ordinance 835.  Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
B. Presentation of the Township’s Updated Emergency Operations Plan and Consideration 

for Approval: Resolution 2021-23, Adoption of the Middletown Township Emergency 

Operations Plan. 

Mr. Bob Drennen stated the plan has to be updated and submitted to Delaware County 

annually.  When the county receives the plan, they notify PEMA.  He stated the updates 

are primarily the emergency notification list due to changes in personnel.  He stated this 

is an all-hazard management plan such as severe storm, aircraft crash, hazardous 

materials, and the like.  He stated there is a template developed by the National Incident 

Management System (NIMS).  He stated this system was established after several severe 

wildfires in the 1970’s and was expanded after 911.  He stated the system contains media 

contact information for the Public Information Officer (PIO).  He stated it includes 

disciplines, roles, and responsibilities.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated with the recent settlement 

of the lawsuit against Sunoco/Energy Transfer the Township is entitled to additional 

information up to and including the emergency plan set forth by Energy Transfer and  also 

the product in each pipe.  He stated this needs to be monitored. 

 
Mr. Read made a motion to approve.  Ms. Dussling seconded the motion.  The motion 

carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 

C. Motion to Accept FY 2022 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) calculation for Township 

Pension Plan. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for approval is the 2022 Minimum Municipal 
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Obligation (MMO) for the Township pension plan.  He stated the actuary evaluation for 
the Township’s responsibility for 2022 is $97,755. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve.  Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 
 

D. Consideration to Introduce: Ordinance 836, Amendment to Chapter 275, Proposed Text 

Amendment to I-3 Zoning District, Sleighton School property. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for introduction is Ordinance 836, text amendment 

to chapter 275 for I-3 zoning for planned residential development. 

 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the introduction of Ordinance 836.  Mr. Read 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 

E. Motion for Approval:  Conditional Use Application Public Hearing for 35 E. Old Baltimore 
Pike continued from September 27, 2021, to October 25, 2021. 

 
 
 

F. Approval of September 27, 2021, Bill List. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

AQUA Pennsylvania, Inc. August Hydrant Bills $ 9,375.86 

Kelly & Close Engineers Professional Services ending 7/30/21 $ 18,772.67 

 MS4/Stormwater Improvements $ 10,738.50 

  $ 29,511.17 

McCormick Taylor, Inc. Billing 6/26-7/30/21 $ 9,280.56 

PA Municipal Health Ins. October Health Insurance $ 30,627.62 

 October Health Insurance - Recreation $ 2,022.53 

  $ 32,650.15 

Petrikin Wellman Damico September Retainer $ 1,000.00 

Brown & Petrosa Twp. Solicitor Billed through 8/31/21 $ 7,080.00 

  $ 8,080.00 

   

 General Fund Total $ 88,897.74 

   

CAPITAL RESERVE 

   

Oliver Heating & Cooling Replace Heat Pump #5 $ 7,774.00 
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2019 G.O. BOND - TRID 

   

Kelly & Close Engineers Mint & Lenni Pedestrian Trail $ 7,054.00 

   

2020 G.O. ISSUE NON-ELECTORAL 

   

MECO Constructors, Inc. Smedley Track Park - Pmt. #7 $ 136,811.51 

 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the bill list.  Mr. Read seconded the motion.  The motion 

carried with a vote of 6-0. 

 
 
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 










































































