MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
NOVEMBER 8, 2021

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on November 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Township Building located at 27 N. Pennell Road.

Present Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Susan Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Norman
Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., John McMullan, Vince Visoskas
Excused: Stephen Byrne. Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Eric Janetka

1. OPENING: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mr. Kirchgasser called the meeting to order and led in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) Draft Township Council Minutes: September 27, 2021

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the September 27, 2021 Council minutes. Mr. Read
seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

B) Draft Township Council Minutes: October 11, 2021.

Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the October 11, 2021 Council minutes. Ms. Dussling
seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Dan Castellano, 20 Cabot Court, stated he sent Council a video concerning the problems with
parking on Bonsall Drive. He said eight years ago the then Township Manager, Bruce Clark, wrote
a letter which helped with the parking problem but, three and a half years later, cars are once
again being parked along Bonsall Drive. He stated in the Spring of 2019 he asked Council to please
enforce the no parking letter from Mr. Clark. He stated the Roads, Highways and Public Safety
Committee asked the HOA Board to gather signatures to support no parking on Bonsall Drive and
that didn’t happen. Mr. Castellano stated the situation is very dangerous and last year a woman
and her child were trying to cross the street behind one of the parked vehicles and were almost
hit by a car. He stated the cars and trucks use to park at Gillespie Plumbing but are now back to
parking on Bonsall Drive. He stated the road curves on Cabot Court and if you are driving downhill,
you cannot see the approaching cars.

Mr. Kirchgasser stated it is tough to regulate this issue. Mr. McMullan stated as Mr. Castellano
mentioned, he came before the Roads, Highways and Public Safety Committee meeting in August,
and at that time the recommendation from the committee was for the HOA to obtain a majority
of consent from the residents from Pennell Place indicating their support for no parking on
Bonsall. He stated he has been in constant contact with the HOA president and unfortunately,
they were unable to obtain a majority of the signatures. Mr. Castellano stated at this point, he is
asking for assistance similar to the letter Mr. Clark wrote in 2013. Mr. Kirchgasser asked what
the timeline will be to help correct this problem. Mr. McMullan stated it will be quick, as he will
share this with the solicitor and the Roads, Highways and Public Safety committee and the letter
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should be released within the next two-three weeks.

4, REPORTS
A. CHAIRMAN
1) Executive Session was held on Wednesday, October 25, 2021, to discuss legal and

2)

personnel matters.

Mr. Kirchgasser announced Council met in Executive Session on Wednesday evening,
October 25, 2021, at 7:00 pm to discuss legal and personnel matters addressing the
Township.

Proclamation: Eagle Scout Samuel Nolan.

Mr. Kirchgasser stated he will hold off on presenting Sam Nolan his proclamation as he is
not in attendance as it is his mother’s birthday today and he may have other obligations.

B. COMMITTEE

1)

2)

Finance Committee met November 5, 2021, to discuss the proposed 2022 Budget.

Ms. Dussling announced the Finance Committee met via Zoom on November 5, 2021, to
discuss the proposed 2022 budget before it was made public today. She stated it was a
good discussion and they all feel comfortable with the budget as proposed. Mr.
Kirchgasser asked if the budget involves any type of taxing action. Ms. Dussling stated it
does not involve any increase in taxes.

Land Planning Committee met on November 8, 2021, to discuss zoning map amendment,
Media RV Park, 1243 W. Baltimore Pike.

Mrs. Powell stated the Land Planning Committee met this evening before Council to meet
with someone who is interested in changing the zoning at the former Media Camper site.
She stated they advised the applicant they were not interested in changing the zoning.
Mr. Shropshire asked what could be worse than what exists at this location. Mr. McMullan
stated the applicant came before the committee to request changing the zoning from SU-
1 to R-5 to accommodate a housing development. He stated the committee, after
reviewing concept plans, came to the realization that the plan is to densely populated
with too many homes for that section of the corridor.

C. MANAGER

1)

Third Joint Public Hearing with Edgmont Township for the proposed residential
development at Sleighton School Grounds is scheduled for Tuesday, November 30, 2021,
6:30pm-9:30pm at PSU Brandywine Campus. The hearing will be held in room 114 of the
Student Union Building.

Mr. McMullan announced the third joint public hearing with Edgmont Township for the
proposed residential development at the former Sleighton School is scheduled for
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Tuesday, November 30, 2021, from 6:30 to 9:30 at the Penn State Brandywine Campus
and will be held in Room 114 of the Student Union Building where the previous two
meetings have been held. He stated this meeting will include the applicant’s team
addressing comments brought to them by the public. He stated the meeting will include
staff professionals from both Townships and professionals from the development team.

2) DRAFT 2022 budget is available to the public on the website and at the Township Building
beginning Monday, November 8, and will be presented by staff to Council on Monday,
November 22, 2021.

Mr. McMullan announced the draft 2022 budget is available to the public on the
Township’s website and at the Township Building beginning today, November 8, 2021,
and will be presented by staff to Council on Monday, November 22, 2021. He stated, as
Councilwoman Dussling stated, there is no increase in taxes in 2022.

ENGINEER
See November 22, 2021 Council Minutes for Engineer’s Report of October 2021.

OLD BUSINESS

A.

Consideration of Ordinance 837: Authorizing cell tower lease agreement between
Middletown Township and American Tower Management (Continued to November 22, 2021).

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to continue this item to November 22, 2021. Ms. Dussling
seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
A. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-27, authorizing the application of the 2022

PennDOT Multimodal Transportation Fund Grant for improvements to the Routel/Baltimore
Pike intersection located at Promenade at Granite Run and Riddle Hospital.

Mr. McMullan stated this application will be submitted by the Township, but it is a joint
support from Riddle Hospital and BET for improvements at the intersection of Rt. 1 at Riddle
Hospital and the Promenade at Granite Run which will improve pedestrian crossings,
signalization and will address the safety of the current bus stops. He stated the grant
application requires a resolution and the Township’s match would be approximately
$120,000 with part of that match coming from a $30,000 contribution from BET with the total
grant amount being $401,853.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-27. Mr. Read seconded the
motion. The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

Consideration for approval of a tax appeal settlement, conditioned by the approval of Council
for the fair market value of Folio No. 27-00-02616-01, $470,000.

Mr. Joseph Damico, Esq. stated there was a tax appeal for the property at 361 Darlington
Road. He stated the assessment was in the amount of $547,880 with the appeal asking for
$400,000. He stated this was denied but a settlement was reached in the amount of
$470,000. Mr. Kirchgasser stated the Township is seeing approximately 5% of real estate tax
revenue is being disputed by homeowners as a result of the County’s reassessment and this
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may ultimately affect the income to the Township. He stated the concept of the reassessment
was that some would be assessed higher and some lower, the numbers would remain
identical but because of the disputes, the Township revenue may actually go down.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve. Ms. Dussling seconded the motion. The motion
carried with a vote of 5-0.

C. Approval of November 8, 2021, Bill List.

Mr. Kirchgasser read the Bill List aloud.

GENERAL FUND
Conrad M. Siegel, Inc. Actuarial Valuation of the Plan 1/1/21  § 8,375.00
Keystone Municipal Services, Inc. Contracted Service 9/20-10/15/21 S 16,837.50
Travelers Cl Remittance Center Liability Insurance S 24,159.58
General Fund Total S 49,372.08
2020 GO ISSUE ELECTORAL
Brad Fab Industries Sleighton Farms Park Gates S 10,645.39

Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve the bill list. Mr. Read seconded the motion. The motion
carried with a vote of 5-0.

Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 7:17pm.

Respectfully Submitted
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