
MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

NOVEMBER 22, 2021 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on November 22, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Township Building located at 27 N. Pennell Road. 

Present:  Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Susan Powell, Walter “Bok” Read, Norman 
Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq. Eric Janetka, John McMullan, Vince Visoskas 

Excused:  Stephen Byrne, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell 

1. OPENING: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mr. Kirchgasser called the meeting to order and led in the recitation of the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Draft Township Council Minutes:  October 25, 2021.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the October 25, 2021, Council minutes.  Mr. Read
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  NONE

4. REPORTS

A. CHAIRMAN
1) Proclamation:  Eagle Scout Samuel Nolan.

Mr. Kirchgasser acknowledged on Saturday Township Council will be presenting a
proclamation to Eagle Scout Samuel Nolan who resides in Riddlewood.  He stated Mr.
Nolan has worked very hard on his project to become an Eagle Scout.  Mr. Kirchgasser
stated he will personally award Mr. Nolan the proclamation on Saturday at his Eagle
Scout ceremony.

B. COMMITTEE
Roads, Highways and Public Safety Committee
Mr. Shropshire stated the committee has been working since 2014 on an Ordinance to 
control the growth of bamboo in the community.  He stated Mr. Damico and his staff 
have worked hard to bring forth an Ordinance which will be presented at tonight’s 
meeting. 

C. MANAGER
1) Third Joint Public Hearing with Edgmont Township for the proposed residential

development at Sleighton School Grounds is scheduled for Tuesday, November 30,
2021, 6:30pm-9:30pm at PSU Brandywine Campus.  The hearing will be held in room
114 of the Student Union Building.



Mr. McMullan stated there is a third public hearing with Edgmont Township scheduled 
for Tuesday, November 30, 2021 from 6:30pm-9:30pm to be held at Penn State 
University in room 114 of the Student Union Building.  Mr. McMullan stated if there 
are any changes to the meeting, he will post these changes on the Township website. 

 
2) PA State Police - Troop K, Trooper Jessica Tobin 

Trooper Tobin reported in the month of October 2021 there were 70 crashes, 1 DUI 
and 76 traffic stops.  Criminal incidents included 1 burglary, 6 criminal mischiefs, 14 
thefts and 7 retail thefts.  She reported there was one identity theft, and 5 domestic 
violence incidents.  She stated on October 3, 2021, at 9:30am, troopers reported to 
358 Darlington Road for a damaged mailbox due to an explosive device placed in the 
mailbox.  Trooper Tobin stated on October 4, 2021, troopers responded to a hit-and-
run crash on Pennell Road at the intersection of Hunter Street.  She stated according 
to witnesses, the hit-and-run was a pickup truck with surfboards in the bed of the 
truck.  She stated the person who fled the scene actually parked at the back of the 
State Police Barracks.  She stated as a result they made contact with the individual 
who admitted to the crime and being under the influence of alcohol was arrested.  
Trooper Tobin reported on October 10, 2021, troopers did a traffic stop at Fairview 
Avenue and E. Knowlton Road resulting in a search of the vehicle.  She stated the 
troopers retrieved heroin, oxycodone pills as well as other miscellaneous pills and, as 
a result, the occupants of the vehicle were taken into custody.  Trooper Tobin reported 
on October 16, 2021, troopers responded to an incident at Elwyn Road and 
Middletown Road to attend to an employee of Elwyn who was struck several times.  
Trooper Tobin reported statewide in the third quarter of the year troopers confiscated 
over 25 million dollars worth of cocaine, fentanyl, heroin, and methamphetamines.  
She reported 314 pounds of cocaine and 780 pounds of prescription medicines were 
seized.  She stated there are 88 stations statewide and all have drug take back boxes 
available 24 hours seven days a week.  She stated if the residents have old 
medications, please do not flush them down the toilet but take advantage of the take 
back drug boxes.  Trooper Tobin stated she started the “PSP Thanksgiving Give Back” 
which teamed up with Rose Tree Media School District as well as Garnet Valley School 
District to provide meals.  She stated in Middletown Township they provided 23 meals 
with a total of 33 meals provided to families who are struggling.  Trooper Tobin 
reported that Trooper Michelle Nash starting on November 30, 2021 will fill her role.  
Mr. Kirchgasser asked Trooper Tobin where she will be going.  Trooper Tobin answered 
she will be covering Delaware, Philadelphia, and Montgomery Counties in the role of 
dealing with the political aspects of things within local and state governments 
including hate or bias complaints and civil unrest. 

 
3) Manager’s Budget Message 

Mr. McMullan thanked the Finance Committee, Council, and staff for assisting with 
the preparation of the 2022 Budget.  He stated the Committee first met on October 
12, second meeting October 25, and the final meeting on November 5, 2021. He 
stated the Draft Budget was delivered to Council on November 1, made available to 
the public on November 8 resulting in the Draft Budget Message delivered tonight.  
He stated the budget achievements include not raising taxes and maintaining public 
service throughout the pandemic.  He stated the Township was able to work with 



PECO and Aqua to subsidize road paving where utility work had been done specifically 
on S. Old Middletown Road and Knowlton Road.  He stated the Township was able to 
complete the conversion of the West Wing of the Community Center to become the 
Middletown Library.  Mr. McMullan stated currently underway is the Parks and 
Recreation and Open Space (PROS) plan.  He stated this is a 10-year plan to move 
forward with the open space and Recreation services provided by the Township.  He 
stated Smedley Tract is partially completed including walking trails, parking lot and 
stormwater management.  He stated the park is unofficially open to trails but not fully 
opened until the Township is satisfied with the growth of the grass on the playing 
fields.  He stated a master plan for the 80 acres of Sleigton Park has been started.  He 
stated in August 2021, the Township acquired 21 N. Pennell Road which was the old 
Library Building.  Mr. McMullan stated the 2022 budget goals consist of no real estate 
tax increase for property owners, continue the central services to residents to 
maintain public safety and fire company support, address revenue shortfalls due to 
the impact of the pandemic, prioritize capital projects and seek grants for their 
completion.  He stated stormwater management projects are a priority, continue 
planning public safety needs for the future and continue grant applications for 3–5-
year capital projects.  Mr. McMullan stated the budget challenges include expected 
revenue decreases due to the pandemic including the impact on businesses tax 
revenue, continued decrease in local services taxes, reduction in state aid for road 
paving, loss of real estate revenue due to the County tax reassessment appeals at a 
predicted 5.4% loss, increase in expenses due to the acquisition of 21 N. Pennell Road 
and the pavilion at Sleighton Park, health care increases, materials inflation, and 
additional public safety costs. 

 
Mr. McMullan presented the revenue breakdown for 2022.  This includes 50% of 
revenue is generated by the Business Privilege, Mercantile tax and permit fees.  The 
General Fund Revenues are expected to generate $4,673,152 and are carrying 
forward a fund balance of $1,720,000.  Mr. McMullan explained the expense 
breakdowns with the two larger areas include the Manager’s Office which includes 
administrative related costs for all employees of the Township and includes cost of 
upkeep of facilities.  The second largest area is planning, development and 
engineering with a significant portion relating to engineering expenses.  Mr. McMullan 
explained the general fund expenditures including; Manager’s Office/Administration, 
$1.7 million; Planning Development and Engineering $1.1 million; Finance Information 
and Technology $644,000.; Public Safety and Emergency Management which is 
growing for the future $627,173, Public Works $708,000 and also Parks  and 
Recreation $141,200 for a total of $4,982,292 with the revenue at $4,673,000 with a 
short fund of $309,292 to be funded by the carry over amount to balance the budget.  
 
Mr. McMullan stated the proposed contribution to the library is budgeted at 
$200,000, the contribution to Parks and Recreation is $40,000; proposed contribution 
to LST is $85,000 and the State Liquid Fuels is $454,000.  Mr. McMullan stated the 
budget solutions for 2022 include no real estate tax increase, an increase in staff 
contributions to reduce health care costs of 9.2% to offset the 2.9% increase to the 
Township, use of American Recovery plan funds for eligible activities to replace the 
receptionist position which became vacant during Covid.  He stated the Township is 



allowed to use funds to backfill positions that were removed during the pandemic, 
compensative incentives for volunteer firefighters and ARP funds to pay for the 
Township Health Officer, defer capital projects that are not already underway, 
increase in recreation funding to decrease the general fund contribution and 
hopefully when covid restrictions are lifted to get back to a recreation department 
operating at 100 percent and be able to generate funds that will continue to minimize 
funds from the general fund.  Mr. Kirchgasser opened up to the public for questions. 

 
Mr. Robert Fyfe, 580 S. Heilbron Drive, speaking on behalf of the Middletown Library, 
as President of the Board of Trustees stated the library was founded in 1956 and has 
been in business for 65 years and started with a bus for which Mr. Read’s father built 
the shelves.  He stated they then moved to Pennell Road and with Mr. Shropshire’s 
foresight and vision to purchase the Roosevelt School they have now moved into the 
Community Center.  He stated everyone at the library is thankful for Council’s support.  
Mr. Fyfe stated they have had several events already and have received excellent 
ratings on google.  Mr. Fyfe read one aloud.  “This building is an important resource to 
the community. To me, the hand carved front desk speaks to the pride and 
commitment which has filled this library which is freshly opened and still getting its 
finishing touches.  The old Roosevelt School has been physically changed into the new 
Library and Community Center.”  Mr. Fyfe said his board believes the community has 
fully embraced the new facility.  At the start of the Library, Middletown Township has 
been a major funding source for nearly 65 years.  He stated he has been on the Board 
for 10 years and President for 5 years.  Mr. Fyfe stated he checked back as far as he 
could but could find no reduction in funding except in 2021 due to the pandemic.  He 
stated the 2021 funding request went from $350,000 request to $300,000 funding.  
He stated the current budget is now suggesting a line item of $200,000 which 
represents a 43% reduction in funding.  Mr. Fyfe stated he went through several boxes 
and found a letter from Dave Irving dated 2002 titled Statewide Funding and Hats off 
to Middletown Township.  The first several pages talk about the reduction of state 
funding to libraries starting 2003.  Dave writes in 2003 the Board of Middletown Free 
Library explains the ramifications of these cuts for local government.  He stated 
without hesitation, Middletown Township Council and Manager Bruce Clark state that 
somehow, they will make up any state government shortfalls so there would be no 
reduction in computer purchases, staff, or hours of operation.  This they did when 
they ratified the Township budget in 2003.  Mr. Fyfe stated the Board formally asks 
the funding to be restored to at least $250,000 and has made an additional request in 
writing for an additional $10,000 for the year 2022. 

 
Ms. Gazdik, Director Middletown Library, stated she would like to follow up on the 
comments made by Mr. Fyfe regarding the budget.  She stated with the $50,000 cut 
this year and the additional $100,000 cut planned, the Library will be operating in the 
red.   
This library has built up a reputation not only within the Township and County but on 
the state level as well.  She stated they have been on the national stage for the quality 
of the programs and services they deliver to the community.  Ms. Gazdik stated the 
library has been recognized by the American Library Association for the programs they 
do.  She stated they are grateful for the new facility.  She stated people have asked 



what new programs they will do and what new books will be purchased.  With this cut 
in the budget she does not have an answer. 
 
Mr. David Irving, 10 Pembroke Drive, stated going back to when he joined the Library 
Board in the 1960’s, he was mentored by Mr. Truman Read and Dr. Bob Engle who 
built the shelving for the library.  While making the move to the new location, he found 
a document from the School Board indicating they would donate $1,000 to the library.  
This document was signed by Mr. Truman Read.  He stated he did not throw away the 
letter but gave it to Mr. Bok Read.  He stated it is ironic that Mr. Read will be part of 
the vote as to what the library budget will be.  He stated after being on the board for 
a number of years, he became president in 1980.  Mr. Irving stated each year he would 
make a presentation in October to Township Council as to what the library’s budget 
needs will be and, in the past, there was never a problem between the liaison between 
Council and the library board.  He said for many years the liaison was Scott Galloway 
followed by Susan Powell along with Township Manager Bruce Clark.  He stated there 
had never been a problem until 2004 and added it is important to learn from Mr. 
McMullan this is a draft budget and will be under consideration by Council for the next 
two weeks and hopefully, based on statements made tonight and previous e-mails 
sent, Council will increase the library budget.  Mr. Irving stated when Governor Rendell 
was in office, they proposed to decrease the budget by 50% when in actuality it 
decreased by 36% and the next year the base amount was on the decreased line item.  
He is fearful the Township will do the same and said he does not want to go down to 
a base of $200,000 for 2023.  Mr. Irving stated 90% of the audience are people who 
are very concerned about the library.  He stated at their capital campaign fund 
individuals have given in amounts of $10,000, $25,000, $50,000, and even $100,000 
of their personal money.  He stated the board appreciates what the Township has done 
for the library.  Mr. Irving said the director did a survey with other libraries in Delaware 
County and asked based on their individual budgets, what is expected next year.  He 
stated 50% said no change, 50% an increase. 
 
Ms. Gazdik told the people polled she is expecting a 50% decrease.  Mr. Irving stated 
since this is a draft budget, he hopes Council and staff will revisit the budget and any 
amount less than $300,000 will be a disservice to what the library patrons expect for 
the new library.  Mr. Irving made Council aware that 1,000 people made contributions.  
Mr. Irving thanked Council and looks forward to their comments.  Mr. Kirchgasser 
stated this is where the debate begins, and Council will engage in discussion before 
the December 13, 2021 vote about this and other line items.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated 
the one area Mr. McMullan alluded to is seed money for volunteer firefighter 
incentives which is cropping up throughout the County including Radnor and 
Haverford Townships.  He stated Council will be looking at programs as part of a 
broader program to address public safety.  Mr. Shropshire stated with all due respect 
to the library board, one of the major problems he has is this Township went out to 
the residents and asked them to support a bond issue to develop a community center 
in the amount of $6.2 million and out of this money, the majority went to the library 
for construction, renovations, and such.  He stated the idea of the bond issue was for 
the entire building.  He stated originally the library did not want to move there.  Mr. 
Irving stated they were not sure at the time.  Mr. Shropshire stated the bond issue 



was for the entire property and with this year being as it is, Council had to look at 
several areas to save money.  He stated he is happy for the library but, a community 
center was promised to the residents, and he wants to deliver this promise. 
 
Mr. Ken Dinitz, 23 Barren Road, stated he is on the library board and asked if the 
$100,000 will take care of the needed renovations and Mr. Shropshire answered no.  
When Council went to the residents of Middletown Township, they asked specifically 
for a community center and monies to produce the center, but the majority of the 
funds have been used for the library and the community center has been forgotten.  
He is not saying the $100,000 will give Council what is needed but it will certainly give 
us the funds to complete the two rooms on the second floor.  Mr. Dinitz is concerned 
because the library has to operate, and Council has created a capital challenge for the 
library to operate.  He urged Council to continue to fund operations to sustain the 
work going forward in the new facility that is costing more to sustain than the old 
building.  Mr. Shropshire stated the library’s capital expense for the facility was zero 
and Mr. Dinitz said it was $700,000 for all of the furnishings.  Mr. Shropshire stated he 
is talking about the capital improvements not the furnishings.  Mr. Dinitz stated he is 
talking about the investment the library needed to make the facility operational.  Mr. 
Shropshire asked how can Council sit here knowing what the library raised which 
could be used this year for operational costs and justify the additional money the 
library is asking for.  Mr. Dinitz said you can justify a conversation with the library 
around how they envision the next 3-5 years to play out with the revenue they receive 
and what they anticipate having to justify paying staff, and community programs.  He 
stated he feels they are at the mercy of Council and believe they should have 
conversations.  Mr. Shropshire asked what was the purpose of the funds raised, and 
Mr. Dinitz stated they raised a little bit more than they needed to move.  Mr. Irving 
stated his family contributed money because they want a room to be named after his 
family and said the upstairs room is shared with the Township and is not completed.  
Mr. Shropshire asked whose room is it, and Mr. McMullan stated the larger room 
belongs to the Township. 
 
Mr. Fyfe stated it was mischaracterized that the library did not want to move to the 
new space.  He stated they wanted to move and at one time were in conversations 
with the Promenade at Granite Run to move there.  He stated he did not learn about 
the opportunity until later and did not know how much it would cost to move.  He 
stated in 2015 they raised $45,000 and he looked back at questions raised to Mr. 
Kirchgasser and one was what if they cannot raise enough money to move to this 
space and said it was not a lack of desire to move but a fear of not being able to raise 
enough money.  Mr. Fyfe stated when the Roosevelt School was presented to him 
there was a 911 emergency call center upstairs and the rest of the west wing was for 
the library.  Mr. McMullan stated in the agreement it states the larger room is the 
Township’s.  Mr. Fyfe stated Mary Gazdik, Meredith Merino, and Parag Dalal worked 
on the Keystone Grant and was awarded $750,000 which all went towards the 
building.  He stated the library is trying to do their part in funding the library and he 
welcomes the new space and wants the second floor completed.  Mr. McMullan 
stated it is written in the agreement the room is the Township’s space with use of the 
room by approval by the Township. 



 
Mr. Kirchgasser stated Council has three weeks between now and approval of the 

budget on December 13, 2021.  He stated he wants to discuss this further in detail and 

suggested to schedule further discussions of this along with other items in the budget.  

Mr. Kirchgasser asked if he is correct that they are projecting mercantile tax to decline 

25% from 2020 to 2021.  Mr. Visoskas stated the finance committee looked at the 

second draft budget after they decided to not raise taxes and stated his concern is it 

is a pre-paid tax so you can get a tax credit when you file the following year and if 

revenue goes down you will not receive any revenue plus may lose money by 

refunding the previous year’s tax.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated the mercantile tax is at 

$422,000 down $35,000 from 2021, the business privilege tax is $765,000 and may 

also be subject to refunds and the real estate tax is currently $1,676,803.  Mr. Visoskas 

stated you have to understand the way the millage is currently divided, there is a 

statutory voter approved referendum which goes to the fire companies and the 

remaining tax pays the debt service for the three bond issues done in the last four 

years.  He stated there was extra money in the debt service fund of $465,000 which 

will go to the general fund.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked when you carry real estate appeals 

risk is it carried on this current line item, and Mr. Visoskas stated it is spread out on 

all three components.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated Mrs. Powell will be the point person for 

another meeting with the library to discuss the draft budget. 

 
D. ENGINEER 

SEE ATTACHED ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
5. OLD BUSINESS N/A 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consideration for Approval:  Ordinance 837, authorizing cell tower lease agreement 

between Middletown Township and American Tower Management. 

Mr. McMullan stated this Ordinance was introduced at the October 25, 2021, meeting.  
He stated it is a ten-year agreement with extension renewals built in and comes with a 
one-time $30,000 renewal contribution and because of the improvements at Smedley it 
changes the access path to the cell tower which will be recorded with the agreement and 
outlines the maintenance boundaries.  He stated there will be an escalator which applies 
each year in which they realize increased revenue.  He stated it also includes 
communication device (repeater) to be added for first responders.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated 
the Township requires a repeater which goes up at the highest point and allows signals to 
hit the repeater and transmit out to the rest of the Township.  He stated Public Works will 
also have access to the repeater.  
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Ordinance 837.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 



B. Consideration for Approval:  Resolution 2021-28, approval of a Final Minor Reverse 
Subdivision for property located at 207 Elm Avenue. 

Mr. McMullan stated this minor subdivision is a lot line change.  This property was broken 
into two folio numbers and the applicant submitted an application to build an addition on 
an existing structure.  He stated this was difficult to do because of the two lots so the 
applicant decided to do a reverse subdivision to eliminate the non-conforming issues that 
were present on the property. 

 
Mrs. Powell made a motion to approve.  Ms. Dussling seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 

C. Consideration for Approval:  Resolution 2021-29, acceptance of Certificate of Total 
Completion, Barren Crossing Subdivision. 

Mr. McMullan stated as required by resolution, is for the Township to accept the 
certificate of total completion which the Township Engineer has signed off on as well as 
the review completed by the Delaware County Conservation District.  He stated all items 
have been completed and accepted.  He stated there are no outstanding balances related 
to this development and escrow can be released. 
 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve.  Mr. Read seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried with a vote of 5-0. 
 

D. Consideration for Introduction:  Ordinance 838, approving the regulation of new and 

existing bamboo grasses within the Township. 

Mr. McMullan stated before Council tonight for introduction is the new Ordinance 838 
approving regulation of new and existing bamboo.  He stated before tonight’s meeting 
there was a meeting of the Roads, Highways and Public Safety Committee in which the 
proposed ordinance was discussed.  He stated the initial information about the ordinance 
was introduced in 2014 and was vetted by committees but did not move forward at the 
time.  He stated at this time the Township is ready to move forward in protecting private 
and public properties from the damage of certain bamboo grasses.  He stated there are 
two amendments to the Ordinance which was posted on-line and included in the agenda 
packets.  The first is Section B Subsection 5 located on the third page “all bamboo plants 
shall be located, trimmed and maintained so that no part of the plant is within a buffer 
zone.” The second amendment is Section 65-4 Subsection B, adding under violations: 
“commence a summary enforcement proceeding before the District Judge against the 
property owners and upon conviction thereof.”  Mr. McMullan added if the Township is 
put into a position to abate the property, there will be a cost of removal which will be 
placed as a municipal lien on the property including any filing fees, attorney fees or service 
fees relating to the abatement.  Mr. Kirchgasser noted this has been contemplated for a 
period of time.  He stated bamboo is invasive and he has seen bamboo plants come up 
through macadam.  He stated it is a very powerful plant and a fast-growing plant, but it 
does impede on other properties. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to introduce Ordinance 838.  Mrs. Powell seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 



 
E. Consideration for Introduction:  Ordinance 839, approving the increase of the annual 

sewer rent or charges for the calendar year 2022 and each year thereafter until amended. 

Mr. Timothy Sullivan, representing the Middletown Township Sewer Authority, stated the 
Authority is recommending to Council the Sewer rate increase for 2022.  He stated the 
Middletown Sewer Authority is an independent body and all members are appointed by 
Council and all rates are set by Council.  He stated the last rate increase was four years 
ago with residential rates increasing from $500 to $550.  He is requesting the residential 
rate to be increased to $630 per year, an increase of $80 with a corresponding increase 
in commercial rates.  He stated commercial rates are based upon water usage. 
 
Mr. Sullivan explained Delcora treats the Township wastewater, whereas the Authority is 
a collector and then conveys to Delcora.  Treatment costs have increased 10% per year 
for the past three or four years.  He stated the rate increase for next year for treatment 
cost is 12 1/2 % in part because of the impending sale to Aqua and the litigation that 
stopped the sale.  He stated three years ago the Authority’s operating budget was $4 
million with $2 million being the treatment costs, $1 million covered debt service and $1 
million covered all other costs.  Mr. Sullivan stated next year’s operating costs will be $4.5 
million, the debt service has been reduced and operating costs maintained and treatment 
costs at $2.5 million.  He stated the Authority considered a rate increase last year but 
decided not to due to the pandemic.  Mr. Kirchgasser stated this is a 14.5% increase to 
cover a 2 1/2 times increase in processing costs.  Ms. Dussling asked how the Authority 
made out this year without increasing the rate.  Mr. Sullivan stated when talks started 
about Aqua buying out Delcora he went before Council to give a perspective on a 
stabilization fund for the next twelve years and when the rate stabilized and the fund ran 
out, one of the bond issues would be paid off.  Mr. Kirchgasser asked if the transaction 
goes through will rates reach the 3% increase or hold and Mr. Sullivan believes they will 
reach the increase.  Mr. Kirchgasser thanked the board for keeping costs down. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the rate increase.  Ms. Dussling seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
F. Consideration for Approval:  Professional Service Agreement with Summer Consultation 

Incorporated, to provide mechanical, plumbing, and electrical engineering services for the 
East Wing at Roosevelt Community Center. 

Mr. McMullan stated for Council to approve is the request for the Township to enter into 
a professional services agreement with Summer Consultation Incorporated for HVAC 
replacement for the east wing of the Roosevelt Community Center for Suites 1 and 2, 
which includes the Township spaces and Historical Society.  He stated the funds to pay for 
this come from the American Rescue Plan Funds (ARP).  Ms. Dussling asked if it would be 
paid in its entirety.  Mr. McMullan stated ARP funds will pay for the study and the provided 
recommendation to replace the HVAC system. 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the agreement.  Mr. Read seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
G. Approval of November 22, 2021, Bill List. 



Mr. Kirchgasser read the Bill List aloud. 
 

GENERAL FUND 

Aqua Pennsylvania, Inc. October Hydrant Bills $ 9,409.86 

Kelly & Close Engineers Prof. Serv. ending 10/29/21 $ 8,201.00 

 MS4/Stormwater Improvements $ 4,812.50 

  $ 13,013.50 

   

PA Municipal Health Ins. Co-op. December Health Insurance $ 30,627.62 

 Recreation Portion $ 2,022.53 

  $ 32.650.15 

   

United Inspection Agency, Inc. Electrical Inspections – October 2021 $ 12,026.00 

   

 General Fund Total $ 67,099.51 

2020 GO NON-ELECTORAL FUND 

Kelly & Close Engineers Smedley Park - Ending 10/29/21 $ 5,007.00 

 
Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the bill list. Mr. Read seconded the motion.  The 

motion carried with a vote of 5-0. 

 
 
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 8:20 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Sharon Browne 
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Middletown Township
Engineer’s Report

November 8, 2021  
Council Meeting -

Postponed to 11.22.21
MARINER 2 PIPELINE MT100 Ea

Horizontal Direction Drill HDD #591 (Sleighton Park to 143
Valley Road) Installation is complete. Sunoco/ETP continues
to complete geologic and geophysical “monitor” in the area
and is tentatively scheduled to complete the next round of
testing during November. The Township’s geophysics
consultant continues to review testing and monitoring
information submitted by Sunoco/ETP. All pipeline for this
drill and has been completed, including both at Sleighton Park
and 143 Valley Road. Pipe testing for the pipeline is
complete. Final restoration has begun and includes extension
of the athletic field, trail restoration and restoration of pre
construction drainage.
Glen Riddle Junction Valve Station – Work is complete with
the exception of the area immediately surrounding the valve
site, which will be completed once the final tie in is
completed between the previously installed 16 inch pipeline
and the inactive segment of pipeline. There is no schedule
established yet for this work.
The 16 inch pipeline is fully installed in the Township with the
exception of a small segment at Glen Riddle Junction valve
station. The 16 inch pipeline is operational in the Township
with the exception of the segment between Pennell valve
station (Glenwood Elementary School area) and the Glen
Riddle Junction valve station. The 20 inch pipeline is fully
installed in the Township but is not yet operational.
This office has updated the overall project status report and
exhibits, which we typically do on a quarterly basis
(approximately). These exhibits graphically depict all work
that is complete, partially complete, temporarily restored or
incomplete, including stormwater controls, permanent
stabilization, landscape plantings, and approximate pipe
installations, including directional drills and bores.
Engineering certifications have been received for all
permanent stormwater controls proposed with this project
for compliance with Township Code Chapter 198,
Stormwater Management. Although controls include both
structural (e.g. surface or underground basins) and non
structural improvements (e.g. plantings, amended soils,
brush seeding), controls are predominantly non structural
due to the linear nature of the work. Underground
infiltration basin was recently completed near the west side
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of Valley Road, approximately 1/8th of a mile north of W.
Forge Road.

SEPTA R3 2 MT120 Bwa

Construction activity is ongoing from near Elwyn Station to
just north of the right of way intersection with Rt. 1. Work
includes the replacement or rehabilitation of numerous
stormwater culverts, replacement of bridges, installation of
new bridges, widening and reprofiling of tracks, roadway
improvements, and stormwater management facilities
installation. Installation of all stormwater culverts and
pedestrian culverts is now complete.

SEPTA R3 3 MT120 Bwa

A Grading and Excavation Permit has been issued to SEPTA
for grading work associated with the R3 3 Land Development,
specifically including the parking garage, driveway, station
building, and the Lenni Facility. Work is on going.

TOWNSHIP GUIDERAIL PROGRAM MT124 E

The guiderail program is for the installation and/or
replacement of guiderail along the following 6 segments of
Township roadway (including the segments associated with
the recently completed 2019 contract): Howarth Road, E.
Knowlton Road (North), E. Knowlton Road (South), Darlington
Road (East), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road.
Preliminary design plan is complete for E. Knowlton Road
(South), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road. Bid letting
for this work has not yet been scheduled and is now projected
for 2021. Significant utility pole relocation and tree removal
is required for these projects.
The Township applied for an A.R.L.E. grant for the completion
of guiderail projects in 2020, but was not awarded the grant.
The Township has re applied for this grant for the 2021
calendar year and has offered a grant match which will
improve the probability of the grant being awarded. A.R.L.E.
is the Automated Red Light Enforcement Transportation
Enhancements Grant Program established in 2010 as a
PennDOT administered competitive grant program in
accordance with PA Vehicle Code (75
Pa.C.S.) §3116(l)(2) and §3117(m)(2). Funding for the
program is generated from the net revenue of fines collected
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through Automated Red Light Enforcement Systems. Grant
applications are accepted annually during the month of June.

TOWNSHIP CODE AMENDMENTS MT110 SERIES

The following Codes are in the process of being amended
prior to the end of 2021: Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control), Chapter 204 (Streets and Sidewalks),
Chapter 210 (Subdivision and Land Development) and
Township Standards (construction standards, details and
specifications).
Chapter 198 (Stormwater Management Ordinance) –
Amended Ordinance was adopted by Council and went into
effect starting on January 9, 2020.
Preparation of Draft revisions to Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion
and Sedimentation Control), has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants.
Preparation of a new Township Code, Chapter 77 (Building
Permit and Occupancy Procedures) has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants. Chapter 77 is intended to establish
requirements and procedures for obtaining building permits
and requirements for approval of Certificates of Occupancy
for occupiable structures. The draft ordinance was recently
reviewed by the Township’s Land Planning Committee.
“Township Standards and Specifications” has been reviewed
by Township Staff and revisions to the document, as well as
various Township application forms, is in process. This
document is to formally update/upgrade and replace
numerous construction details and policy documents utilized
by the Township over the last many years. It is anticipated
that upon review by Township staff, this document will be
presented to Council for review. This document can (and
should) be updated periodically to include additional
construction details, guidance documents, forms, etc. if they
become necessary.

STORM SEWER REPAIR – 17 PENN CHARTER DRIVE MT100 T

Replacement of severely deteriorating storm sewer
traversing from Penn Charter Drive, thru 17 Penn Charter
Drive, to an endwall near 19 Penn Charter Drive. Engineering
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design is complete. Work is anticipated to commence in early
2022 after acquisition of easements and letting the project
for bid.

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL MT100 O

The Township has completed survey of the entire school
property. The plan will be updated in the near future to show
the location of an underground tank that was demolished by
the Township several years ago; and additional sanitary
sewer information recently discovered at the site (both
brought to our attention by Vince Visoskas).
Sketch Plan for rear parking lot, tot lot/playground and
stormwater management facilities has been completed and
submitted to the Township for inclusion and grant application
for project funding.

SUNNY BRAE STORMWATER BASIN REVITALIZATION MT100 K

Awarded Mariner East 2 Pipeline Corridor Grant Funds
($198,472.00).
The Township submitted a PA DCED Flood Mitigation
Program Grant application for $275,000.00 but was only
awarded a small fraction of the requested funding.
Basin area is located on land owned by the Township to the
rear of #38 Gallant Fox Drive.
Draft construction plan of the basin revitalization is complete,
including a recent revision to the basin embankments (behind
#38 Gallant Fox Drive, requested by the property owner) and
has been reviewed with Township Staff.
DRAFT temporary construction easement plans have been
prepared and will be the basis of acquiring permission from
three property owners to complete the project. The
Township has begun negotiating with property owners for
access to adjoining properties to complete the work and
approval of scope of work on each impacted property.
This project has been delayed due to COVID 19, negotiations
with impacted residents for work space access, temporary
construction access and approval of work proposed on
private property (that must be completed as part of the basin
project) and due to funding considerations. Total project cost
is estimated to be $500,000.00. it is anticipated that this
project will be let for bid in late winter 2022.
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The Township Landscape Architect, Thomas Comitta
Associates, has completed a basin planting and seeding plan.
This basin revitalization work will be submitted to PADEP as a
means to reduce sediment (PRP – Pollutant Reduction Plan)
in conjunction with the NPDES Permit for the Township’s MS4
(permit term from 2018 to 2023). The basin revitalization
work will address approximately 90% of the Township
sediment reduction requirement within the Chrome Run
watershed, for the 5 year term of the PRP approval. It is our
understanding the Township has 5 years from the date of PRP
approval (February 7, 2020) to complete stormwater
improvement identified in the plan, including survey,
engineering, and construction.

SMEDLEY PARK MT100 A.2

Contract for completion of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the project
was awarded to MECO Constructors in the amount of
$1,365,151.00. Stage 2 work included the bulk field and
parking lot grading work and awarded Stage 3 work included
the installation of parking lots, driveways and some of the
approved paved trails. Alternate Bid items for
baseball/softball infields was not awarded. Stage 2/3 work is
complete and the contractor has filed appropriate
maintenance bonds including 12 months for the entire
project and an extended bond period of 18 months for
Section A of the park (closest to intersection of Rose Tree and
Middletown Road). Field areas are not open to public use at
this time, to allow grass to grow properly.
A final construction phase is anticipated for 2021 or 2022 and
must include the following work: conversion of sediment trap
nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to permanent stormwater basin
condition, installation of approximately 800 feet of
pedestrian trail (that could not be completed with the current
stages of construction), asphalt paving of approximately 400
feet of paved trail (that was only completed to stone subbase
to permit future construction access for basin conversion),
installation of softball infield areas, and removal of all erosion
and sedimentation controls. A survey of the completed work
is in process and will be the basis for the final stage of
construction at the site. The Township applied for a grant (in
the amount of $250,000.00) to partially fund completion of
the project; however, only a small fraction of the requested
funding was awarded to the Township. Estimated cost to
complete the final phase of work is approximately
$500,000.00.
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The NPDES Permit for the Park project expires on December
19, 2022. PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit work is
complete.

MS4 NPDES PERMIT/POLLUTANT REDUCTION PLAN MT300 18

Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP) for the PADEP NPDES Permit term
of 2018 2023 was submitted to PADEP on December 4, 2019 and
final approval of the PRP was issued on February 7, 2020. Although
the NPDES permit term is 2018 to 2023, the Township has 5 years
(from the date of PRP approval) to complete design, permitting,
and construction of all of the proposed stormwater facilities
(BMPs) described in the PRP. The PRP includes an estimation of
cost to complete all stormwater facilities required by the State as
part of the approved PRP, prior to the end of the PRP approval term
(February 2025). It is anticipated that Sunny Brae Basin
revitalization will be the first stormwater BMP from the PRP, to be
completed (in 2021). The Township has submitted a PA DCED
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant application
for $296,905.00 for construction of a second stormwater BMP in
Township open space north of Highpoint Drive and south of the
Franklin Mint, and is awaiting review of the application by the
State. If approved, this project could feasibly be constructed in late
2021 or early 2022, after completion of engineering design and
permitting.

SUBDIVISIONS/LAND DEVELOPMENTS MT305 SERIES

Riddle Hospital Expansion (Pavilion) Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and
construction has commenced on the pavilion building.
SEPTA R3 3 Land Development Plan Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Zoning variances required for
the project were approved in August 2019 by the Zoning
Hearing Board. The plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced on the station building and parking garage
(building permits have been approved).
ARTIS Senior Living Land Development – The final plan,
conditional use and zoning map/text amendments have been
approved by Council. Anticipated commencement of
construction is late 2020. The land development plan has not
yet been recorded.
227 Howarth Road Subdivision and Land Development
(Mancill Builders) – Conditional final approval granted by
Council. Plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.
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Guss Subdivision (Howarth Road) – Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded but construction
has not yet commenced.
Promenade at Granite Run Land Development Amended
final approval has been granted by Council and recordation
of the plan is complete. Construction pursuant to the
amended (and recorded) final plan is on going. A new
amendment to the approved final plan was received in late
October for the reconfiguration of Building Q including the
modification of constructed parking area, perimeter
driveway, underground stormwater basin and porous
pavement. This application will be reviewed by the Planning
Commission in December.
Darlington Pointe II Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.
312 Lenni Road Subdivision Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has not yet been recorded.
33 N. Middletown Road Subdivision (Convery) Conditional
final approval granted by Council. Plan has not yet been
recorded. The plan was approved on August 22, 2016 and
would have expired in August 2021, but the applicant
received approval of a 15 month extension of the plan
approval to permit completion of site work and recordation
of the plan. A preconstruction meeting was recently held and
it is anticipated this project will begin construction in late
November.
Penncrest High School Life Skills Center and Parking Lot
Subdivision and Land Development – Conditional final
approval has been granted by the Township Planning
Commission and Council. The plan has been recorded and
construction of the bus facility parking lot is nearly complete.
345 Valley Road Subdivision – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The Subdivision plan has not yet been recorded.
Glenwood Elementary School Parking Lot – Plan has been
reviewed by Township staff and was recommended for final
approval by the Planning Commission on May 12, 2020 and
granted conditional final approval by Township Council in
June 2020. The plan has not yet been recorded.
Congregation Beth Yeshua Land Development – Plan has
been recommended for final approval by the Planning
Commission and granted conditional final plan approval by
Township Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.
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416 W. Forge Road Minor Subdivision Final plan has been
reviewed by Township consultants and it is our
understanding that layout revisions may be completed and
submitted to the Township for review in 2021.
Williamson College of the Trades Dormitory Land
Development Phase 4 Final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council and the plan
has been recorded.
Williamson College of the Trades Student Activity Center
Land Development Phase 5 – Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.
Indian Lane Elementary School Parking Lot and Baseball Field
Relocation – Conditional final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council. The plan
has not yet been recorded.
Luongo Reverse Subdivision and Land Development –
Township Consultants have reviewed the first submission of
the plan and the Township is awaiting direction from the
applicant on future plan revisions and further consultant
review which is necessary before the application can be
reviewed by the Planning Commission and Council. Zoning
Variances are required for this land development.
Sleighton School Tract Subdivision (Middletown Township
and Edgemont Township) – Tentative PRD Plan and related
documentation has been submitted to the Township and
review comments issued by Township Staff and consultants.
Public hearings have been conducted on October 14 and
October 28. It is our understanding additional hearing(s) will
be conducted in late November. A decision on tentative plan
approval has not yet been made.
A land development application has been received from
Granite Farms Estates for building additions to the nursing
care facility and reconfiguration of the parking area
surrounding the nursing care facility. This application will be
reviewed by the Planning Commission in December.
A minor subdivision application has been received for 252 W.
Forge Road to create on additional residential lot. This
application will be reviewed by the Planning Commission on
November 9, 2021.
A minor subdivision application has been received for 51 W.
Forge Road to create on additional residential lot. This
application will be reviewed by the Planning Commission in
December.
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A minor subdivision application has been received for 207
elm Avenue to consolidate two existing lots into one parcel.
This application will be reviewed by the Planning Commission
on November 9, 2021.




