MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP
DELAWARE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
DECEMBER 13, 2021

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Township Council held on December 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Township Building located at 27 N. Pennell Road.

Present: Stephen Byrne, Bibianna Dussling, Mark Kirchgasser, Kathleen O’Connell-Bell, Susan Powell,
Walter “Bok” Read, Norman Shropshire, Joseph A. Damico, Jr. Esq., Eric Janetka., John
McMullan, Vince Visoskas

1. OPENING: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Mr. Kirchgasser called the meeting to order and led in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A) Draft Township Council Minutes: November 8, 2021.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the November 8, 2021 Council minutes. Ms. O’Connell-
Bell seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 6-0. Mr. Byrne abstained from the
vote.

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Lou Stevens, 299 Oak Avenue, stated he has been a resident for 35 years and as a taxpayer,
he has concerns regarding the proper vetting process for contractors in our neighborhoods. He
said we all know there are some bad apples in the construction industry and the lowest bid does
not always end up being the lowest cost or best finished product. By adopting responsible
contracting language in the bidding process, it will help give the Township and the taxpayers the
peace of mind they deserve and provide more “bang for their bucks” on our public works projects.
RCO’s have been around for years and have helped many municipalities avoid endless headaches

and cost overruns on projects. This latest model is already being used by the County and
numerous other areas to help to ensure that all public works projects in the Township will be
done by a competent, qualified, and responsible contractors. Companies that play by the rules,
do quality work, have all proper licenses and certifications, meet all bonding requests, have not
defaulted on any projects, been disbarred, and changed their name to do business again, has a
clean safety record and hire only the top craft labor in the industry. Skilled craftsmen and women
that complete Class A apprenticeship programs and are up to date in all the latest safety rules
and regulations and changes in technology. He stated he believes adopting a RCO is a win-win
for the Township and taxpayers. He said he hopes Council gives this suggestion all the
consideration it deserves. Mr. Kirchgasser stated Mr. Stevens left suggested legislation on how
Council might adopt something similar to his model. Mr. McMullan stated Mr. Stevens and him
met informally after a meeting in October and provided some information and he has reached
out to communities who have passed a similar ordinance and is getting information on exactly
what is being presented. Mr. Stevens stated he has copies of a model RCO that is currently being
used in Upper Darby, Folcroft and Springfield which came into play a couple of weeks ago on their
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welcome center. He stated this is the right thing to do to incorporate local craftsmen and give
local contractors an even playing field.

4. REPORTS

A. CHAIRMAN
Mr. Kirchgasser recognized the Middletown Fire Company and Rocky Run Fire Company who
both responded to a severe accident on E. Knowlton Road. He stated it was a highly technical
operation and the patient is doing better but she was severely injured. He stated having
volunteers like Middletown and Rocky Run who show up at all hours of the day and night to
handle emergencies like this are to be commended. He thanked them for their service.

1)

2)

Executive Session - Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 7pm.

Mr. Kirchgasser stated Council met in executive session on Tuesday, December 7, 2021 to
discuss personal matters and to review personal matters as they related to our 2022
budget, which will be presented for approval this evening.

Proclamation: Eagle Scout - Owen Vlaminck at the Court of Honor on 12/18.
Mr. Kirchgasser stated he will be attending a Court of Honor for Owen Vlaminck who
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

Mr. Kirchgasser stated we are celebrating two members of Council who after the first of
the year will no longer be members of this body due to their decisions not to run again.

Mr. Kirchgasser recognized Steve Byrne who will be leaving Council on January 1, 2022.
Steve first joined Council on November 14, 2016 as a nominated replacement for Rep.
Chris Quinn in the 4th District. In those 5 years he spent on Middletown Council he had
been extremely active in advocating for the things important in Middletown Township.
There are 81 acres of open space in Steve’s district with the purchase of the Sleighton
Farms property and this continues to be developed as a park as we work through plans
with the Natural Lands Trust. He stated Steve also chaired the Finance Committee and
advocated in keeping budgets under control and there has been no increase in taxes
during his tenure. Mr. Kirchgasser presented Steve with a commendation from the
Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors recognizing his five years of
service signed by the Executive Director and the President of PSATS. Mr. Kirchgasser
presented Steve with a Middletown Township storage box where he can keep photos of
his daughters’ wedding. Mr. Kirchgasser presented Steve with a plaque from Middletown
Township recognizing his 5 years of service to the members of the Middletown
community. He stated we are sad to see him go and hope to see him around. Mr. Byrne
thanked Mr. Kirchgasser and Council.

Mr. Kirchgasser recognized Mr. Shropshire saying he is a funeral director, but we are not
going to eulogize him but to celebrate. Mr. Norman Shropshire joined Council on October
29, 1984 replacing Al Golatz. Mr. Kirchgasser said in 1984 he was a senior at Juniata
College and three of his children are now out of college. This shows how long Norm has
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been serving the members of the Middletown community. He stated he would like to
invite several people to speak. Mr. Walter “Sonny” Strohl stated on behalf of Middletown
Fire Company, he and the members would like to congratulate Norm for his 37 years of
dedicated service especially in regard to public safety. He stated Norm joined the fire
company in 1979 when he pulled up in a yellow Volkswagen to the old fire house in
Bortondale and asked for an application. He then went on to become a Captain, Assistant
Chief and spent several years as President. Shortly after he joined the fire house, there
was a vacancy on Council and Norm filled this role. Mr. Strohl stated his being on Council
is a blessing to the fire company as someone who knows about public safety and the fire
service. He stated Norm is as honest as they come, sometimes too honest, as he says
what is on his mind. Every decision he made while on Council was in the best interest of
the Township. He stated he thinks the Township is a much betterplace because of Norm
Shropshire. Mr. Strohl invited Mr. Glenn Coront and Mr. Duke Nasino to present Mr.
Shropshire with a plaque. Mr. Coront read from the plague “For the thirty-seven years of
dedication and service to the public safety of the residents of Middletown Township and
unwavering support of the Middletown Township emergency services”. Members of the
fire service in Middletown Township shook Mr. Shropshire’s hand and thanked him for
his service.

Mr. Dean Helm stated tonight Middletown Township history is being made. Middletown
Presbyterian Church recently celebrated its 300th birthday, Middletown Fire Company
will be celebrating its 100th anniversary but those significant milestones pale in
comparison to the Shropshire era on Council. Norm has brought much to the community
as a resident and businessperson and his special contribution to Township Council has
always been his authenticity. Mr. Helm stated Norm speaks from the heart and generally
leaves little doubt about his feelings on any given subject. Woe to the unprepared or
negatively inclined speaker before this Council. Mr. Helm said as someone who might
have occasionally been on the wrong side of the Shropshire standard, he can assure you
that is no place you want to be. Make no mistake, Norms’ candor and honesty have made
Middletown Township a wonderful place to live and the envy of municipal peers. Mr.
Helm stated we can take taxes, open space, public safety or residential development and
a host of other things that are done pretty well in Middletown Township, Norm'’s
leadership provided guidance and clarity to all those favorable outcomes. What we are
today as a community, and it’s pretty darn good, reflects on the commitment he made so
many years ago. As a longtime Township resident, former Council colleague he is proud
to call Norm a friend and is grateful for his contribution and is happy he is moving on to
new challenges. He stated it would be remiss not to recognize Norm’s wife Geri. She
deserves to be called “ St. Geri of Knowlton” for her support for Norms’ many years of
service to Middletown Township.

Mr. Scott Galloway stated he is at a disadvantage when a couple of people get to speak
before him because some of the things he wanted to say have already been said. He
stated it’s been about two years since he has been in the Council room, and it looks much
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the same except for the drapes that Bruce Clark had hanging for about 50 years. Mr.
Galloway stated it's good to see friends attending such as Larry Hartley, who was
Chairman of Council when he joined in 1993 as well as long-time Township Manager Bruce
Clark and former councilman Russ Carlson. He stated we all wanted to be here for Norm.
Norm was on Council all of the 27 years that Mr. Galloway served. Mr. Galloway stated
this type of service is unparalleled. In addition to his contribution to Middletown
Township Council, he has also served as a member of Middletown Fire Company. Mr.
Galloway stated on behalf of his fellow ex-Council members and long-time Manager,
Bruce Clark, Norm’s service has been appreciated. He not only considers Norm a
colleague but a true friend. He would be remiss not to mention Steve Byrne who is also
retiring tonight. Mr. Galloway stated it is obvious that individuals like Norm Shropshire
make this a fantastic Township to live in and he is proud to be a resident of Middletown
Township.

Mrs. Geri Shropshire introduced her daughter Devon who came in from New York for this
special night. She stated her nephew Mike, also a funeral director, is attending tonight as
well. She stated they all wanted to be here tonight to tell Norm how proud they are and
appreciate his service to the Township. Mrs. Shropshire stated when Norm told her he
wanted to run for Township Council she thought it was a great idea because he said he
would have to commit to two nights per month. As time went on, she found out that on
any given day of the week he would get calls at home or his office to discuss Township
business. Even on vacation he would receive calls and always be pleasant about
discussing Township issues. She stated he truly loves Middletown Township. Mrs.
Shropshire stated she and her daughter discussed jobs for Norm to do now. She stated
“someone” has been calling his name from their garage, and it is not his Wagoneer, but it
is 7 feet tall and covered and needs decorating. Mrs. Shropshire stated they are so proud
and happy to be here to share this special night. Ms. Devon Shropshire stated it is really
admirable to watch him serve Middletown Township for so many years and she is very
proud of him.

Mr. Kirchgasser stated after 800 Monday night meetings, 600 meetings that were not on
a Monday night and untold numbers, north of 1400 meetings on Township issues, let
alone the phone calls, business and activities throughout the entire time Norm has been
a big part of what makes Middletown Township. Open space, low taxes and most
importantly public safety. He stated one moment that sums up Norm Shropshire is the
day after Christmas ten years ago when there was a car accident where the car had gone
into Ridley Creek and both of the occupants were ejected, Norm drove straight to the
scene and at the age of 60 plus, jumped into the water to save them. That’s Norm
Shropshire. Mr. Kirchgasser stated he is proud to call Norm a friend.

Mr. Shropshire stated he is humbled and what Middletown Township has given him is the
opportunity to meet a number of people who truly love Middletown Township. He stated
he had the great opportunity to serve with Dr. Laskas, followed by Larry Hartley, Doug
Roger, Scott Galloway, and Mark Kirchgasser along with Council members Russ Carlson
and Dean Helm. He stated one thing he found fascinating there was never any ego in the
room. Mr. Shropshire stated it was always about what is best for the community. If there
was a disagreement, they discussed it and settled it and hoped that it would work out in
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favor of the Township. He stated people would ask him how do you know when to vote
“yes” or “no” and he said sometimes he didn’t know how to vote but in talking to the
residents and his colleagues hopefully the right decision was made. He stated the fire
service has been an important part of his life a long time, he has been a fire instructor,
line officer and an administrative officer. At this time, there are an amazing group of
individuals that serve the community in the fire service. EMS is also very important, and
he believes Middletown Township has one of the best EMS services and moving forward
it is only getting better. Mr. Shropshire said there will be a helicopter stationed at Riddle
Hospital in the future. Open space is also very important. People often say “What do you
do with it?” and he says we will figure it out. Mr. Shropshire stated everyone credits him
for the Roosevelt Community Center, but the idea came from Sonny Strohl and Greg
Reitze. They said to him, ‘something should be done with that building’. Mr. Shropshire
stated there are any number of people that contribute to this Township. He stated he is
humbled and thanked the community for giving him the opportunity to be a part of this
great community. Mr. Kirchgasser presented Mr. Shropshire with a plague stating “For
your outstanding service and years of service to the community. October 29, 1984 to
January 3, 2022.

B. COMMITTEE
1) Roads, Highways and Public Safety Committee - December 13, 2021.
Mr. Shropshire stated before he reports on the committee meeting, he would like to thank
Mr. Bruce Clark for his years of service saying he was an inspiration to himself and when
it comes to neighborly disputes, Mr. Clark has a saying which he is unable to share. He
thanked Mr. Clark for his years of service and thanked him for his help through the years.

Mr. Shropshire reported there was a meeting this evening with Rocky Run Fire Company
in reference to the condition of Tower 46 with corrosion problems. He stated Rocky Run
was advised to secure another bid for the necessary repairs. He stated the apparatus may
be out of service for 4 to 6 weeks. Once they receive the other bid and take it to
committee, they will be able to move ahead for repairs.

C. MANAGER - NONE
D. ENGINEER - SEE ATTACHED ENGINEER’S REPORT

OLD BUSINESS N/A

NEW BUSINESS
A. Adoption of the 2022 Budget:
1) Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-30, Adoption of 2022 Operating and Capital
Budget.

2) Consideration for Introduction: Ordinance 840, 2022 Tax Rate.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council tonight is the 2022 budget which calls for no increase in
taxes. Along with the budget is Resolution 2020-30 which highlights that the budget was
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revised from its draft format to reflect an increase in some categories. Mr. Kirchgasser stated
they were the addition of funding to the Library, Rocky Run Fire Company and Middletown
Fire Company. Mr. Kirchgasser thanked Mr. Byrne and his committee for their work on the
budget.

Mr. Bob Fyfe, 580 S. Heilbron Drive, on behalf of Middletown Free Library, in the position of
President of the Board, stated the Library is located at 464 S. Old Middletown Road at the
Roosevelt Community Center across from the Wayside Market. Mr. Fyfe thanked the
members of Council, Mr. McMullan, and Mr. Visoskas for the $50,000 increase. He stated he
greatly appreciates Council taking the time and effort to find additional funds and in addition
to the excellent new facility the Township has provided for the Library. He thanked Mr.
Shropshire and the two gentlemen mentioned earlier. He said they have a great new home
and feel comfortable with the current funding and appreciates the Township’s help. He also
thanked Mrs. Powell for meeting with them on a Saturday to discuss their financing.

Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-30. Mr. Shropshire seconded the
motion. The motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

Ms. O’Connell-Bell made a motion to introduce Ordinance 840. Ms. Dussling seconded the
motion. The motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

. Consideration for Approval: Ordinance 838, approving the regulation of new and existing
bamboo grasses within the Township.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for approval is Ordinance 838 which creates a new
Chapter 65 entitled “Bamboo” with the purpose to preserve and protect the private and
public property from the damaging of certain bamboo grasses, protect indigenous plant
materials from the invasive spread of bamboo and maintain the general welfare of the
residents of Middletown Township. He stated there are two minor amendments from the
draft received by Council in their packets. The Township Code Enforcement Officer may be
able to delegate to a professional to review the bamboo situation and it also describes the
buffer zone and the responsibility of the complainant to identify property lines when coming
to the Township to complain. Mr. Shropshire stated this Ordinance is also known as the “Geri”
Ordinance.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve Ordinance 838. Mrs. Powell seconded the motion.
The motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

. Consideration for Approval: Ordinance 839, approving the increase of the annual sewer rent
or charges for the calendar year 2022 and each year thereafter until amended.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for approval is Ordinance 839, which was presented to
Council at the November 22, 2021 meeting by Mr. Sullivan, chairman of the Middletown
Township Sewer Authority. He stated Mr. Sullivan discussed the need for the increase of
sewer rate charges from $550 to $630 for residential and an increase from $151 to $173.65
for commercial/industrial. These fees are to offset the fees incurred by DELCORA. Mr.
Kirchgasser stated none of the increases in fees are any result of the operation of the
Middletown Township[p Sewer Authority or our capitulations, or bond issues. This is strictly



Township Council Meeting | 7
December 13, 2021

an increase in user fees by DELCORA, the facility in which the Township sends all of their
effluent.

Mr. Byrne made a motion to approve Ordinance 839. Mr. Read seconded the motion. The
motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

. Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-31, Miscellaneous Fee Schedule for 2022.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for approval is Resolution 2021-31, which is an
addendum to the Master Fee Schedule for miscellaneous fees. The primary revisions to the
fee schedule established is the recycling fee for 2022 to $105, it addresses an increase in
recycling bins from $13 to $20 which is a reflection of the increase of materials that is being
absorbed by the Township as well as yard waste bags increase from $3 to $5.

Ms. Dussling made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-31. Mrs. Powell seconded the
motion. The motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

Consideration for Approval: Resolution 2021-32, Final Subdivision and Land Development
Plan (Final Plan) for WV-PP Towne Center L.P., titled Franklin Mint, Granite Parcel & PA State
Police Barracks - Hotel Project.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for their consideration for approval is the final Sub-
Division/Land Development for the hotel at the Granite Parcel and the State Police Barracks.
He stated many of the representatives for WV-PP Towne Center are present to present the
plans.

Ms. Kristen Camp, representing the applicant, first congratulated Mr. Shropshire, and Mr.
Byrne. She stated she has worked with municipal government for 26 years and understands
what they have done during the many years they have been on Council. She stated not many
people understand the amount of commitment and dedication it takes to be on Council. Ms.
Camp stated she represents the applicant who owns several properties at the Franklin Mint
site one of which is the Granite parcel which is 12.722 acres. In 2018, Council approved the
final Subdivision/Land Development plans for the parcel, which also includes the State Police
Barracks which is under construction. Ms. Camp stated the parcel includes a hotel pad site
for lot 1 and lots 2, 3 and 4 are pad sites for restaurants. In 2018 when Council approved
those plans, there was no hotel tenant that had been identified. There was a note on the
plan indicating once the hotel tenant was identified, revised plans would have to be
submitted that specifically asked for the location of the hotel, the architecture of the hotel
and parking spaces. Ms. Camp stated the revised plan shows the development of pad site 1
which is for the hotel. Attending tonight’s meeting Barry Archambault from Kelly & Close,
Design Engineer, Lisa Thomas, Landscape Architect, and Matt Runyon, who is the architect.
She stated they have the latest consultant review letters which were dated from McCormick
Taylor, December 8, 2021. She stated there is nothing in the review letters they cannot
comply with, some of the items deferred until building permit stage. She stated the Township
staff provided a draft Resolution and they have no problems with the terms. She stated Lisa
Thomas was able to update the landscape plans dated December 9, 2021, and they were able
to address TCA’s comments and received a letter dated today with two items outstanding of
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which they will be able to comply. Mr. McMullan stated the Township’s conflict solicitor, Mr.
Patrick McKenna, as well as conflict engineer were at tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Barry Archambault, Civil Engineer for the applicant, stated this is an amendment to an
approved Subdivision/Land Development plan. He stated they have deviated very little from
what was approved before. Now that the tenant has been selected, the result is nearly the
same with additional details to the design. He stated they still have the same two entrances
off of Donovan Drive. Mr. Archambault showed Council the location of the hotel and streets.
He stated the site is currently bulk graded which was done when the roads were built, all of
the storm drains were built, one of the two underground facility storage is built, and the two
retaining walls are also completed. He stated the site has been stabilized for the last two
years and they are looking to go to construction when the ground thaws, possibly in March
or April 2022 pending approval at this meeting. Mr. Archambault stated in the review letters,
they are down to “will comply” and nothing is outstanding in those letters. The hotel is 4-
stories high, 107 rooms and small meeting areas on the ground floor. He stated they are small
and will not be used for weddings or other larger gatherings. On the backside of the hotel
there is a nice patio. Mr. Archambault stated there is a retaining wall near the rear parking
lot where the grounds slope and a nice view of the woodlands from the back patio. He then
presented on the plans the trail network that is currently built and the proposed trails. The
ten-foot-wide Township trail that will be grass only, the six-foot wide street sidewalk along
Baltimore Pike as well as the five-foot interior sidewalks. Ms. Dussling asked the distance of
the hotel from the residential area and asked if there have been any concerns expressed
especially as it relates to Overlook Circle.

Mr. Archambault stated this was a comment from Mr. Tom Comitta, Landscape Planner, in
regard to the site lines from the existing homes and future homes to be built on Ponds Edge
that border the hotel. Mr. Archambault presented exhibits showing the rooftop mechanicals
elements that will be screened from the public view. He stated he has architect renderings of
what the hotel will look like and also show the distances from the houses at the end of the
cul-de-sac. On Hunters Street there is over a football field length and existing vegetation is
present that will also mitigate the view of the hotel. Ms. Dussling asked if there was any
concern about the lighting and Mr. Archambault stated they have received a letter from Mr.
Stubbe which Lisa Thomas will review. Mr. McKenna asked if the prior resolution as well as
the current resolution be added to the plan for recording and Mr. Archambault stated he
typically records approximately six sheets and additional notes. Mr. McKenna asked that the
terms of the resolution regarding the PA. State Police Barracks and the hotel be noted the
plans. Mr. Archambault stated the approvals were for the roads and infrastructure as well.
He stated they requested three modifications: one was to utilize the distance of less than 100
feet between driveway and local primary roads, they are using 85 feet on Printers Way
between the driveway and the entrance to the hotel. The second modification is to utilize
the distance of less than 800 feet between two intersections involving minor roads, they
propose a distance between Baltimore Pike and Printers Way of 360 feet which was a
previously approved modification for the original plan in 2017; the third modification is to
allow the use of HDPE pipe within parking lot areas and off of public rights-of-way. He stated
this waiver may not be utilized because of the current supply chain crunch as HDPE is hard to
come by so it may all end up being concrete pipe. Ms. Camp stated the tenant is Hilton
Garden Inn and is 2.6 acres and this land will be leased. It is a four-story hotel, 17,921 square
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feet with 107 rooms, 115 parking spaces with 12 handicap parking spaces.

Ms. Lisa Thomas, Glackin, Thomas, Panzik, Inc. provided a rendering of the site and showed
the location of Baltimore Pike, the three pad sites and the hotel. She stated there is a drop-
off area in the front for guests to register, street trees along Donovan Drive, hedge plantings
screen the parking lot and foundation plantings around the entire hotel. She noted the
location of ornamental trees and the location of shade trees. The parking lot wraps the
building. Ms. Thomas said there was much discussion about outdoor amenity spaces and
showed terraces in the front and rear. There are evergreen trees buffering adjacent to the
parking lot and in the rear, there are reforestation plantings. Ms. Thomas showed the
location of the grass trail which loops into the 10-foot-wide paved trail. She showed the
location of the parking lot lights and the streetlights along Printers Way to Donovan Drive.
Mr. Kirchgasser asked if the trees adjacent to the stormwater area are existing and Ms.
Thomas stated they are new plantings as part of the reforestation. Mr. Kirchgasser asked
what the average caliper of the trees were, and Ms. Thomas stated they are between 2 and
2 1/2 inches. Ms. Powell asked if the darkergreen area on the plans were evergreens and Ms.
Thomas answered in the affirmative.

Mr. Matt Runyon, President of Newcomer Associates, the building engineer for the hotel,
presented a rendering of the front of the hotel. He stated after the last set of comments he
modified the parapets and the light color to the gray tone as requested by Mr. Comitta. Mr.
Runyon presented samples of the materials. Mr. Runyon presented a rendering of the rear
of the hotel showing the patio and the back retaining wall as well as a rendering of the patio
from the rear entrance from the back parking lot as you go up the stairs before you enter the
rear of the hotel. He presented the elevations of each of the sides of the hotel. A rendering
of the patio with furnishings showing a shade area and pergola with seating and a fire pit was
presented. Mr. Kirchgasser asked how many rooms in the hotel and Mr. Runyon answered
107 rooms. Mr. Byrne asked if there was a fitness center and restaurant. Mr. Runyon
answered there is a fitness center and a limited-service restaurant and bar at the back section
of the hotel. Mr. Byrne asked if there is a liquor license and Mr. Runyon answered in the
affirmative. Mr. Kirchgasser stated the Township has had material regret in the past and
appreciated seeing the materials being used.

Ms. Camp stated she misspoke as the parcel will be sold; not leased. She stated the Planning
Commission recommended approval of the plan. She stated there was a lot of conversation
about the patio area with COVID and people wanting to be outside, and the architect put a
lot of thought into this to provide a nice area for people to go outside. Ms. Camp said the
restaurant is planned for guests using them for meals and the same is for the meeting room
because of the small nature of the room it will only accommodate guests. Ms. Camp
respectfully requested Council grant the approval subject to the Resolution that was
circulated with the only change being the date of December 9, 2021. She stated they have
no objection to the first resolution dated January 2019 and the current resolution to be shown
on the plan that gets recorded. Mr. McKenna asked if the date of December 7, 2021 is the
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date of the TCA review and Ms. Camp stated Ms. Thomas revised her plan because of the
TCA’s review so her plans were updated to December 9, 2021. Mr. Kirchgasser asked Mr.
Parker if there are any other open issues and Mr. Parker stated there are no outstanding
issues.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the Final Subdivision/Land Development with the
conditions noted. Mr. Byrne seconded the motion. The motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

Consideration to Authorize: Payment to A. F. Damon, Inc., for the 2021 Road Paving Program
in the amount of $485,727.70.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council for consideration to authorize payment to A. F. Damon
for the 2021 road paving program. A. F. Damon completed the punch list items last week to
the satisfaction of the engineer, the paving inspector and the Sewer Authority for the
manholes making sure they are accessible.

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve. Ms. O’Connell-Bell seconded the motion. The
motion carried with a vote of 7-0.

. Consideration to Authorize: John McMullan, Township Manager, the authorityto execute
the Opioid Settlement Form.

Mr. McMullan stated he circulated a memorandum to Council about the Opioid settlement.
Consideration to authorize himself on behalf of the Township to execute the settlement form.
Mr. Damico stated the County instituted an action several years ago because of the opioid
crisis that has been negotiated to be settled and the payments from the settlement will only
go to the County, but the amount of the settlement depends on participation of the
municipalities in the County. We are joining this particular settlement so an allocation will be
made to Middletown Township. The funds will go to the County Health Department for
implementation to correct the opioid crisis as best they can. Mr. Kirchgasser asked the
benefit to the Township and Mr. McMullan stated the benefit to Middletown Township is the
funds will go to the County and they will be able to provide prevention and treatment services
that are outside of the jurisdiction of the Township.

Mr. Read made a motion to approve. Ms. Dussling seconded the motion. The motion carried
with a vote of 6-0. Ms. O’Connell-Bell abstained from the vote because her office has
provided some guidance on a local level.

Council Review of Zoning Hearing Board Application:

1) Application 2021-15: Mary Hegeler and Robert Kelly- 391 Howarth Road, are seeking a
variance from the principal permitted use to allow for an in-law quarter within an existing
structure in PDR Zoning District.

Mr. McMullan stated before Council is an application for a variance from section 275-52
A of the principal permitted uses of the Planned Residential Development District to allow
for an in-law quarter within an existing detached structure. The request is for a variance
to use a detached structure currently being used as a first-floor workshop and garden
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storage area. They propose to convert the second-floor space in the accessory building
into a 1-bedroom 1-bath in-law quarter. Mr. Shropshire stated the in-law quarter is
actually a second story on a detached structure and is not an in-law quarter but a second
residential structure. Ms. O’Connell-Bell requested that Council send representation to

the Zoning Hearing Board for this application.

I.  Approval of December 13, 2021, Bill List.

Mr. Kirchgasser read the Bill List aloud.

GENERAL FUND

Keystone Municipal Services, Inc. Contracted Serv. 10/18-11/12/21
RECREATION

PNC Bank - GF Office Supplies

Contracted Serv. - Special Event

Trips

S 16,275.00
S 3.79

S 785.91

S 10,325.00
S 11,114.70

Mr. Shropshire made a motion to approve the bill list. Mr. Byrne seconded the motion. The motion

carried with a vote of 7-0.
Mr. Kirchgasser adjourned the meeting at 8:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted
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Middletown Township

Engineer’s Report
December 13, 2021
Council Meeting

MARINER 2 PIPELINE MT100-Ea

>

Horizontal Direction Drill HDD #591 (Sleighton Park to 143
Valley Road) - Installation is complete. Sunoco/ETP continues
to complete geologic and geophysical “monitor” in the area
and is tentatively scheduled to complete the next round of
testing during November. The Township’s geophysics
consultant continues to review testing and monitoring
information submitted by Sunoco/ETP. All pipeline for this
drilland has been completed, including both at Sleighton Park
and 143 Valley Road. Pipe testing for the pipeline is
complete. Final restoration which includes extension of the
athletic field, trail restoration and restoration of pre-
construction drainage is 90% complete. Reinstallation of the
pedestrian trail may begin the week of December 13, 2021,
weather conditions permitting.

Glen Riddle Junction Valve Station — Work is complete with
the exception of the area immediately surrounding the valve
site, which will be completed once the final tie-in is
completed between the previously installed 16-inch pipeline
and the inactive segment of pipeline. There is no schedule
established yet for this work.

The 16-inch pipeline is fully installed in the Township with the
exception of a small segment at Glen Riddle Junction valve
station. The 16-inch pipeline is operational in the Township
with the exception of the segment between Pennell valve
station (Glenwood Elementary School area) and the Glen
Riddle Junction valve station. The 20-inch pipeline is fully
installed in the Township but is not yet operational as far as
we are aware.

This office has updated the overall project status report and
exhibits, which we typically do on a quarterly basis
(approximately). These exhibits graphically depict all work
that is complete, partially complete, temporarily restored or
incomplete, including stormwater controls, permanent
stabilization, landscape plantings, and approximate pipe
installations, including directional drills and bores.
Engineering certifications have been received for all
permanent stormwater controls proposed with this project
for compliance with Township Code Chapter 198,
Stormwater Management. Although controls include both
structural (e.g. surface or underground basins) and non-
structural improvements (e.g. plantings, amended soils,
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brush seeding), controls are predominantly non-structural
due to the linear nature of the work. Underground
infiltration basin was recently completed near the west side
of Valley Road, approximately 1/8" of a mile north of W.
Forge Road.

SEPTA R3-2 MT120-Bwa

>

Construction activity is ongoing from near Elwyn Station to
just north of the right-of-way intersection with Rt. 1. Work
includes the replacement or rehabilitation of numerous
stormwater culverts, replacement of bridges, installation of
new bridges, widening and reprofiling of tracks, roadway
improvements, and stormwater management facilities
installation. Installation of all stormwater culverts and
pedestrian culverts is now complete.

SEPTA R3-3 MT120-Bwa

>

A Grading and Excavation Permit has been issued to SEPTA
for grading work associated with the R3-3 Land Development,
specifically including the parking garage, driveway, station
building, and the Lenni Facility. Work is on-going and is
schedule to be completed by spring 2022.

TOWNSHIP GUIDERAIL PROGRAM MT124-E

»

The guiderail program is for the installation and/or
replacement of guiderail along the following 6 segments of
Township roadway (including the segments associated with
the recently completed 2019 contract): Howarth Road, E.
Knowlton Road (North), E. Knowlton Road (South), Darlington
Road (East), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road.

Preliminary design plan is complete for E. Knowlton Road
(South), Darlington Road (West) and Valley Road. Bid letting
for this work has not yet been scheduled and is now projected
for 2021. Significant utility pole relocation and tree removal
is required for these projects.

The Township applied for an A.R.L.E. grant for the completion
of guiderail projects in 2020, but was not awarded the grant.
The Township has re-applied for this grant for the 2021
calendar year and has offered a grant match which will
improve the probability of the grant being awarded. A.R.L.E.
is the Automated Red-Light Enforcement Transportation
Enhancements Grant Program established in 2010 as a
PennDOT-administered competitive grant program in
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accordance with PA Vehicle Code (75
Pa.C.S.) §3116(l)(2) and §3117(m)(2). Funding for the
program is generated from the net revenue of fines collected
through Automated Red Light Enforcement Systems. Grant
applications are accepted annually during the month of June.

TOWNSHIP CODE AMENDMENTS MT110 SERIES

>

The following Codes are in the process of being amended
prior to the end of 2021: Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control), Chapter 204 (Streets and Sidewalks),
Chapter 210 (Subdivision and Land Development) and
Township Standards (construction standards, details and
specifications).

Chapter 198 (Stormwater Management Ordinance) -
Amended Ordinance was adopted by Council and went into
effect starting on January 9, 2020.

Preparation of Draft revisions to Chapter 186 (Soil Erosion
and Sedimentation Control), has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants.

Preparation of a new Township Code, Chapter 77 (Building
Permit and Occupancy Procedures) has been completed and
distributed to Township review committee. The document is
in the process of being reviewed by Township Staff and
consultants. Chapter 77 is intended to establish
requirements and procedures for obtaining building permits
and requirements for approval of Certificates of Occupancy
for occupiable structures. The draft ordinance was recently
reviewed by the Township’s Land Planning Committee.

“Township Standards and Specifications” has been reviewed
by Township Staff and revisions to the document, as well as
various Township application forms, is in process. This
document is to formally update/upgrade and replace
numerous construction details and policy documents utilized
by the Township over the last many years. It is anticipated
that upon review by Township staff, this document will be
presented to Council for review. This document can (and
should) be updated periodically to include additional
construction details, guidance documents, forms, etc. if they
become necessary.
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STORM SEWER REPAIR - 17 PENN CHARTER DRIVE ~ MT100-T

>

Replacement of severely deteriorating storm sewer
traversing from Penn Charter Drive, thru 17 Penn Charter
Drive, to an endwall near 19 Penn Charter Drive. Engineering
designis complete. Work s anticipated to commence in early
2022 after acquisition of easements and letting the project
for bid.

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL MT100-0

>

The Township has completed survey of the entire school
property. The plan will be updated in the near future to show
the location of an underground tank that was demolished by
the Township several years ago; and additional sanitary
sewer information recently discovered at the site (both
brought to our attention by Vince Visoskas).

Sketch Plan for rear parking lot, tot lot/playground and
stormwater management facilities has been completed and
submitted to the Township for inclusion and grant application
for project funding.

SUNNY BRAE STORMWATER BASIN REVITALIZATION MT100-K

>

>

Awarded Mariner East 2 Pipeline Corridor Grant Funds
($198,472.00).

The Township submitted a PA DCED Flood Mitigation
Program Grant application for $275,000.00 but was only
awarded a small fraction of the requested funding.

Basin area is located on land owned by the Township to the
rear of #38 Gallant Fox Drive.

Draft construction plan of the basin revitalization is complete,
including a recent revision to the basin embankments (behind
#38 Gallant Fox Drive, requested by the property owner) and
has been reviewed with Township Staff.

DRAFT temporary construction easement plans have been
prepared and will be the basis of acquiring permission from
three property owners to complete the project. The
Township has begun negotiating with property owners for
access to adjoining properties to complete the work and
approval of scope of work on each impacted property.

This project has been delayed due to COVID-19, negotiations
with impacted residents for work space access, temporary
construction access and approval of work proposed on
private property (that must be completed as part of the basin
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project) and due to funding considerations. Total project cost
is estimated to be $500,000.00. it is anticipated that this
project will be let for bid in late winter 2022.

The Township Landscape Architect, Thomas Comitta
Associates, has completed a basin planting and seeding plan.

This basin revitalization work will be submitted to PADEP as a
means to reduce sediment (PRP — Pollutant Reduction Plan)
in conjunction with the NPDES Permit for the Township’s MS4
(permit term from 2018 to 2023). The basin revitalization
work will address approximately 90% of the Township
sediment reduction requirement within the Chrome Run
watershed, for the 5-year term of the PRP approval. It is our
understanding the Township has 5 years from the date of PRP
approval (February 7, 2020) to complete stormwater
improvement identified in the plan, including survey,
engineering, and construction.

SMEDLEY PARK MT100-A.2

>

Contract for completion of Stage 2 and Stage 3 of the project
was awarded to MECO Constructors in the amount of
$1,365,151.00. Stage 2 work included the bulk field and
parking lot grading work and awarded Stage 3 work included
the installation of parking lots, driveways and some of the
approved paved trails. Alternate Bid items for
baseball/softball infields was not awarded. Stage 2/3 work is
complete and the contractor has filed appropriate
maintenance bonds including 12 months for the entire
project and an extended bond period of 18 months for
Section A of the park (closest to intersection of Rose Tree and
Middletown Road). Field areas are not open to public use at
this time, to allow grass to grow properly.

A final construction phase is anticipated for 2021 or 2022 and
must include the following work: conversion of sediment trap
nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to permanent stormwater basin
condition, installation of approximately 800 feet of
pedestrian trail (that could not be completed with the current
stages of construction), asphalt paving of approximately 400
feet of paved trail (that was only completed to stone subbase
to permit future construction access for basin conversion),
installation of softball infield areas, and removal of all erosion
and sedimentation controls. A survey of the completed work
is in process and will be the basis for the final stage of
construction at the site. The Township applied for a grant (in
the amount of $250,000.00) to partially fund completion of
the project; however, only a small fraction of the requested
funding was awarded to the Township. Estimated cost to
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complete the final phase of work is approximately
$500,000.00.

»  The NPDES Permit for the Park project expires on December
19, 2022. PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit work is
complete.

MS4 NPDES PERMIT/POLLUTANT REDUCTION PLAN MT300-18

Pollutant Reduction Plan (PRP) for the PADEP NPDES Permit term
of 2018-2023 was submitted to PADEP on December 4, 2019 and
final approval of the PRP was issued on February 7, 2020. Although
the NPDES permit term is 2018 to 2023, the Township has 5 years
(from the date of PRP approval) to complete design, permitting,
and construction of all of the proposed stormwater facilities
(BMPs) described in the PRP. The PRP includes an estimation of
cost to complete all stormwater facilities required by the State as
part of the approved PRP, prior to the end of the PRP approval term
(February 2025). It is anticipated that Sunny Brae Basin
revitalization will be the first stormwater BMP from the PRP, to be
completed (in 2021). The Township has submitted a PA DCED
Watershed Restoration and Protection Program Grant application
for $296,905.00 for construction of a second stormwater BMP in
Township open space north of Highpoint Drive and south of the
Franklin Mint, and is awaiting review of the application by the
State. If approved, this project could feasibly be constructed in late
2021 or early 2022, after completion of engineering design and
permitting.

SUBDIVISIONS/LAND DEVELOPMENTS MT305 SERIES

» Riddle Hospital Expansion (Pavilion) - Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and
construction has commenced on the pavilion building.

» SEPTA R3-3 Land Development Plan - Conditional final
approval granted by Council. Zoning variances required for
the project were approved in August 2019 by the Zoning
Hearing Board. The plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced on the station building and parking garage
(building permits have been approved).

»  ARTIS Senior Living Land Development — The final plan,
conditional use and zoning map/text amendments have been
approved by Council. Anticipated commencement of
construction is late-2020. The land development plan has not
yet been recorded.

» 227 Howarth Road Subdivision and Land Development
(Mancill Builders) — Conditional final approval granted by
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Council. Plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.

Guss Subdivision (Howarth Road) — Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded but construction
has not yet commenced.

Promenade at Granite Run Land Development - Amended
final approval has been granted by Council and recordation
of the plan is complete. Construction pursuant to the
amended (and recorded) final plan is on-going. Two new
amendments to the approved final plan were received in late
October and early November for the reconfiguration of
Building Q (including the modification of constructed parking
area, perimeter driveway, underground stormwater basin
and porous pavement) and reconfiguration of Apartment
Building 2 and surrounding improvements. These
applications will be reviewed by the Planning Commission in
December and January respectively.

Darlington Pointe Il Subdivision - Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.

312 Lenni Road Subdivision - Conditional final approval
granted by Council. Plan has not yet been recorded.

33 N. Middletown Road Subdivision (Convery) - Conditional
final approval granted by Council. Plan has not yet been
recorded. The plan was approved on August 22, 2016 and
would have expired in August 2021, but the applicant
received approval of a 15-month extension of the plan
approval to permit completion of site work and recordation
of the plan. A preconstruction meeting was recently held and
it is anticipated this project will begin construction in late
November.

Penncrest High School Life Skills Center and Parking Lot
Subdivision and Land Development — Conditional final
approval has been granted by the Township Planning
Commission and Council. The plan has been recorded and
construction of the bus facility parking lot is nearly complete.

345 Valley Road Subdivision — Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The Subdivision plan has not yet been recorded.

Glenwood Elementary School Parking Lot — Plan has been
reviewed by Township staff and was recommended for final
approval by the Planning Commission on May 12, 2020 and
granted conditional final approval by Township Council in
June 2020. The plan has not yet been recorded.
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Congregation Beth Yeshua Land Development — Plan has
been recommended for final approval by the Planning
Commission and granted conditional final plan approval by
Township Council. Plan has been recorded and construction
has commenced.

416 W. Forge Road Minor Subdivision - Final plan has been
reviewed by Township consultants and it is our
understanding that layout revisions may be completed and
submitted to the Township for review in 2021.

Williamson College of the Trades Dormitory Land
Development Phase 4 - Final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council and the plan
has been recorded and construction is on-going.

Williamson College of the Trades Student Activity Center
Land Development Phase 5 — Conditional final approval has
been granted by the Township Planning Commission and
Council. The plan has been recorded and construction has
commenced.

Indian Lane Elementary School Parking Lot and Baseball Field
Relocation — Conditional final approval has been granted by
the Township Planning Commission and Council. The plan
has not yet been recorded.

Luongo Reverse Subdivision and Land Development -
Township Consultants have reviewed the first submission of
the plan and the Township is awaiting direction from the
applicant on future plan revisions and further consultant
review which is necessary before the application can be
reviewed by the Planning Commission and Council. Zoning
Variances are required for this land development.

Sleighton School Tract Subdivision (Middletown Township
and Edgemont Township) — Tentative PRD Plan and related
documentation has been submitted to the Township and
review comments issued by Township Staff and consultants.
Public hearings have been conducted on October 14 and
October 28. It is our understanding additional hearing(s) will
be conducted in January 2022. A decision on tentative plan
approval has not yet been made.

A land development application has been received from
Granite Farms Estates for building additions to the nursing
care facility and reconfiguration of the parking area
surrounding the nursing care facility. This application will be
reviewed by the Planning Commission in December.

A minor subdivision application has been received for 252 W.
Forge Road to create on additional residential lot. This
application will be reviewed by the Planning Commission in
January.
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A minor subdivision application has been received for 51 W.
Forge Road to create on additional residential lot. This
application will be reviewed by the Planning Commission in
December.

A minor subdivision application has been received for 207
elm Avenue to consolidate two existing lots into one parcel.
This application was recommended for approval by the
Planning Commission in November 2021.
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